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Examined and Refuted. 


BEING 


A Full ANSWER to W. Wo; Prada 
Letter, in his Book, Intituled, 


Io which he hath alſe annexed, 
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Apoſtles, took Tithes 
manded the People to pay Tithe, neither to 
_ Prieſts, nor to Deacons. William Thorp, i 
Fox 4280s end — Vol. I. p. f. 
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Printed and Sold by C. Sole, in bire- 


Xn. A ME. 


5 the New Law, neither Cbrif, 1 nor any bis | 
of the People, nor com- 


Hart- Court in Gracious-Street, 1703. 


The Clergy's Legal Right to T ithes aſſerted, | | 
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READER. 


| Friendly Reader, 
AY Writir op ind Publiſh of 
this Book, was briefly | occa» 


- fioried thus: A Friend of mine 
refuling to pay Tishes to the Prieft of the 
Pariſh, meerly upon the Account of his 
Faith and Conſcienee towards God; the 
Prieſt wrote a Letter to him about it: 
The Friend, being a plain, honeſt; laborious 
Man, not uſed much to writing, defired 
that either I or my Son ſhould anſwer 
him: Whereupon 1 wrote a few Lines 
for him to the Prieſt, and ſent them to 
my Friend which; after he had perus d, 
and approv'd, he ſeqt them to the Prieſt: 
2 which, he wrote again, and I an- 
w 


and he to the Prieſt; who wrote to me 


ain, and T ſent bim an Anſwer to that 


ſo; but not expecting my Letters ſhould 
have been put in j bun To I did not beftow 


that pains en to he ſo full in 
Nr — = - clear up Matters {6 


Bus 


that, and ſent it to my Friend, 
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© _ To the READER. 

plainly, as I might have done. And he 
finding, as he apprehended, ſome ſhort- 
neſs in them, and as he might conclude, 
his own addapted ſo well to his deſign; 
he, unknown to me, and contfary to com- 
mon Juſtice, cauſes them to be printed, 
with a Fourth Letter of his, and ſends a 
Book ro my Friend, who tranſmitted it 
to me: Unto which, this is an Anſwer ; 
which I deſire. thee to read without Par- 
tiality or Prejudice, and in a Charitable 
Mind towards, both ſides. -. . . --.*- -: 


„ _ — 2 


It is cauſe of Grief and Sorrow of Heart 
to me, to ſee ſo much of Self, and the Lowe of 
Money, which the Apoſtle ſaid, was, the root 
of all Evil, abound in this Age, and ſo lit- 
tle of the Love of God appear; which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking. of, faith, It ſeebeth not 
its own, [uffereth long, i kind, enueth not, 
waunteth not it ſelf, is not paſſed g; yea, 
faith he, I never fails : Propbegiss ſhall fail, 
J e, pol del, Veen Vinh en: 
bat Faith, Hope and Love, abide; the reat- 
oft of which three, is Love; or, Charity, 


3 L 


Cor. 13, And ſays he, Follow after Charity, 
and deſire Spiritual Gifts, but rather that you 
nay Prophecy : He that Proper, ſpeaketh 
unto Men to Eaification, Exhortation, and 
Comfort, 1 Cor. 4:34: 
that this Prophecying, he 


Where it is clear, 
re ſpoken of, was 
pPreaching 


#1 
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| To the READER, _.  *"f 
preat op unto Men, in the Love of Gd. 
and as Miniſters Were enabled by Spiritual 
Gifts, in tlie Power and Demonſtration of 
the Holy Spirit: As every Man hath received 
the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to ano- 
ther, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace 
of Goa, 1 Pet. 4.10. And ſo doing, the Body 
edrfies it "ſelf in Love, and dwells in Love, 
Faith, Hope, &c. And thele three abide at 


12 Spirit are we all baptized into one Bod), 


and all made to drink into one Spirit, 
A | Cor. 12. 13. and Faith works by Love, 
and gives Victory over the World; and 
ſtanding in the Power of God, and not 
in the Wiſdom of Man, it brings Men 
to Hope, and. confide in the Lord, who 
hath in Mercy beſtow'd his gobd Gifts 
Th upon them. And as he ſpared not his own / 
Son, but gave him freely for us all, ſs ſhall 
he alſo with him freely give us al] things; 
ſo that if we are Chriſt's, we are God's; 
the Lord is our Portion, we ſhall not want, 
nor need we fear what Man can do unto us. 
So on Him alone, who is God over all, his 


4 People depend; to Him do they look, and 
r, Prem him ogly they haye their Expecta- 


lon : And having an Eye to him, that 1 

Inviſible, and feeling bis Love abige, rhey - 
EVE up in Qbedijenco'to him ; and when 
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* To the READER. 

he bids them Go, they go; and what he 
bids them Do, they do it: 80, Bleſſed be 
his Name for ever, they haye wanted no- 
thing to this day, that hath been meet and 
convenient for them; tho? deep Springs 
have attended them in ſeveral places, wit 
many Troubles, Exerciſes, &. yet all 
work together for good, to them that 
love God; and in what Hſtate ſoever 
they are, they have learnt therewith to 


be content; 80 that they take joy fully 


the Spoiling of their Goods, but never 
ſpoil any Man's; and rejoyce they are 
hought worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt's 
ike, but never make any Body ſuffer 
for his; but love all Men, and do as 
they would be done unto; never pre- 
tending to have Power over the Faith 
of k nor offer to force them unto 


their Faith; for they know Faith is the 
Gift 0 N28 and not of Man; and that 
it is not only given them from God to 
Believe, but to Suffer for his ſake. 80 
they, neyer offer to be as Lord's over 
God's Heritage, or any thing of chat 
kind: Bat he that is greateſt, is Servant 
af al; for their Greatneſs is not in out- 
_ ward eo and Worldly Power; . for 

their Maſter's Kingdom is not of this 
Weg + Bur their Goeatacs. Gain their de. 
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To th READER. 
ing more giſted wich Spiritual Gifts and 
endow d with Power from above, to carry 
chem en ia the Work of the Miniſtry; 
they become ſerviceable to i 
that believe and partake of the Faith and 
— of God, who lives and 4bides for 
The Fruits of the Spirit, Lem the 
Apoltle, ere Love, Gal, 5. Anda pear 
can fay, it is Fruitful to * 
be our God for ever, amo "Tt 
them that tive and int in . Abd 1 
wiſh that all thoſe, that ſay they believe, 
would receive it, the Invitation is 
ſo large, that every one that will, may 
dome, and take freely, Rev, 22. 1 
But if Men will not: For the 1 Jorld 
loves its own; and if any Man love the 
. the Love God im not in him: 
. of Men will not receive the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, but reſiſt, , deſpiſe it, 
turn from it, and ſer it at noughr; and 
yet after all, as we may ſee former Apes 
did, pretend ſtill ro be of God, and 
be Miniſters of Chriſt, ce. tis no wonder 
that ſuch Men (as Jude and Perer ſpeaks 
of) are Semſual, Selfiſh, Worldly, Proud, Ca- 
verous, and Unmercifal, ; crying out, not unto 
God, but to the Great Ones of the Harth, 
Help, Help, Give, Give; for here are Men, 
r «broea, 4 fort of People thet have Lows 
44 F 


diverſy 
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JT the REA DER. | 
diverſe from all People, neither keep they the 
"0 ing Laws ; ſo it is not for the Kin 4 Pro- 

t to ſaſfer them: Let it be written, that they 
may be deftroy a, Rlt,3.9,9. Here was that 
Spirit in Haman, Which was for deſtroyi 
Man, Woman and Child, and has appear 
3 divers Ages of the World. But what 
— 


vil had they done? Why they would not 

w the Knee, nor it ſeems worſhip proud 
and haughty Man: For the Humble would 
not be worſhipped, nor the Servants of God, 
tho' Angels. But were they Honeſt, True, 
and Peageable Subjects to the King? Yes: 
And ſo true, that Mordecai diſcovered 
two of Hamans People to be Traitors to 
the King; and Haman could not charge 
Mordecai, nor his People, in the leaſt, with 
any thing of that kind, as appeared after- 
Wards; but all that gave Offence was, their 
ſtanding firm in their Obedience to, and 
Worſhipping of their God; But they, a 
| Peaceable People, and Quiet in the Land, 
paid due Allegiance unto the King, were 
very Honeſt and Juſt to all Men, without 
elpect of Perſons; and the Lord ſhew*d 
his Care of them, his own People, after all 
10 falſe Accuſations and Miſreprelenta- 


| ions -of Haman ; and 10 wrought in the 
_ Heart. ot the Nine, that ihe King, caug'd 
| {bt Aepords,ca. be sche, ed thei 


Loyalty 


wy.» To. 


2 
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To tbe REA BER. 
Loyalty and Honeſty appear d; and ths 
King's Heart turn d to he them Favour, 
and they were preſeryi dz. 

Now / God is the ſame at this Day, and 
is as All- ſufficient a3 ever; and nothing 
ſhall befall his People, without his Prob 
dence; So that all his Servants may truſt 
and confide in him; who hath delivered; 
doth, and we hope will deliver all that 
live in true Obedience unto him, and will 
give them of his good Spitit, and provide 
tor them: So that neither Food nor Rai- 
ment, no, nor Grace, Glory, nor any good 
thing,” will he with hold from them that 
walk uprightly; for his Love is an Ever: 
laſting Love, and his Mercies endure fon 
me 3%. v2 304 4 02 4 

And they that keep: his Command. 
ments, abide in his Love: Where the 
Love of God is, it will not be ſaid ta | 
a Brother or Siſter, . that wants Raiment} -» | 
or is deſtitute of daily Food, Depart in 
Peace, be ye war med and filled; and not 
give them thoſe things they need for 
the Body; ſee James 2. 15, 16, For, 
God hath choſen the Poor. of this Mori, 
Rich, in Faith, and Heirs of the Ring. 
dom, which he hath promiſed to them that 
Love him. Verſ. 5. But Rich Men oppreſs 
the Poor, and draw them before the Juags 
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3 To tbe READER. 
nf Stats, Verſ. 6. Faith without Work 
i Daad. Verſ. 7. So God i Love: He 
that dwells in God, duelle in Love; and 
loves bu Brother, whom be hath 'ſoen ; elſe 
bow % be love: God, whom be hath not 
fan; And here's the true Church, that is 
.  Cloatlfd with the Medding-Garmemt : She 
— of op on Charity, a Beautiful Robe 
and by this ſhe is known to 
be the Lord's; She loves him better 


that either Silver or Gold; yea, better 


than either Husband, Wife, Child, Pa- 
rents, or her own Life; or elſe. ſhe 
would not be worthy of him; "And in 

Love e him, e Wear are 


Maa? for they are his both by Creation 
and Purchaſe, and gives cheerfully to the 
and God loves a cheerſil Giver, 
And this is. the Chriſtian Liberty of 
Love; and it is Glorious, the Heart is 
| enlarged ; here's no Force or Com _ 
— A But thoſe whom Chri 
out, If they will not receive you, when ye de- 


art, ſhake off the Daft of your Feet, for a 


eftimony againſt them: But not a 
of Suing them at Law, and making them 


"As Or No. = 


. 


yea, all the Sons Fe: Daughters of 


ulſion 
ſends 


y, whether they wil hear the MEN 


| t 0 
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Py 175 the KEADER, | 
Now while People kept in the Lo 


Te God, Jade 21. * 
54 4 * 4 moſt Hol, 
/e ing in the Holy Gh 


there were 


Care taken, that there was no lack; 


as every Man had need; e, 


preſſed, on any hand. 
And Glory to God far ever, be ba 


ed Arm, and the true Chutch is in God, 
1 Thefſ, x. and 2 Theſſ. 1. And in him ſhe 
lives and loves one another, and ini 


hath matte the Faithful free from the Law 


doth; and. ſo brings in perfect 4 that 
caſtech out flaviſh Fear of want. And 
thoſe that go not in the Love of God, but 
in the Love of Self, and the Hi h Things 


built up one ano- 
Faith, and page | 


no Man; and the Law of the Spirit of. Life - 


of Sin and Death. And what the Law of 
Moſes could not do, Chriſt hath done, and 


any KA” u Full: And tho * they 


N * 
— 
4 y 1 * - of 
3 
* 


Fraiss of it brought forth, and ſpecial. / 


and one Church ſent unto another, ank 
Collections were made, and diſtributed. 


gathered a 3 by his o.] Reval. | 


that are in this World ; ; the * 
profit their own Souls, nor the Souls of o- 
thers; nor do theſe get Victory over either 
the World, or Sin; but are carried away 
of their own Luſts, and enticed; falling in- 
to divers Temptations and Snares, and 


899 1 11 

5 NM [ | 
* ; with i ', 
come © i 


1 lion; "We 


* come at the laſt Day, which Chriſt ſp peaks 
of, and ſay, Id, we have frech and 
prayed in. thy Mime, we have eaten and 
F drank. in thy Preſence, and in thy Name 
cut out Devils, and done many Monderful 0 
Morte; het 1 will ay, ſays he, to them, 
Depart from me, F know Je not, Je * orkers 

. Iniquity. 

Oh that all, thas name the Name of 
Chriſt, may conſider theſe things, and 
depait from Iniquity, and obey the great 
' God of — . For it is not 
everyone that ſaith, Ea Lord, that ſhall 


enter into the tf of Heaven: ; but he 
e Mee, the Wil o e Father which is 
| 4 aven, : 


0 Lord, thy Kingdow « come, thy wit be. 


don, in Earth, as it is in Heaven: 


80 . yeth he, that wiſheth well to 
I the Children of Men, 
7.6. 


Writiew's in the 55 Month, 
Calla Pry 170% 


| 9a 


 Clayy- Man's 8 Pretenes 


Examined and Refuted, Tt * 


p WW; W. 
| 


. . taining moſt part of the Letters thou 
didſt write to T. S. and mine, in Anſwer-to 
dchem: 1 ſopfer y Cauſe, as thou thinkeſt, 
is fo well ple 


I did not think, when I Wrote thoſe Letters to 
thee, that thou would'ſt:haye publiſhed them 
without making me acquainted ; for if I had 
thought ſo, I ſhould have — more exact, 
both as to Argument and Orthography: But 
however, tho? thou haſt endeavoured to Expoſe 
me, and-the Cauſe I ſtand. in defence of; yet 
I ſee. not that any unbyafſed Perſon .. hath 
juſt,occaſion to cry Victory on thy ſide: For 


riſhes; as tho the things I wrote to thee, were 


ſo ealily e that thou e 1 4 42 


+ ab 5g 


Divine Rightits TI rH 2 9. if 


* 8 
thy putting forth, as it ſeems, con- 


e th 
aded, that thou would ſt print 
them without my 'Privity or Knowledge, to 
ſhew, perhaps, as thou conceitedſt, thy Parts 
and Wiſdom, and my Weakneſs and Ignorance, 


Solid Anſwers thou giveſt very few, but art 
full ſtock'd with Taunts, Evaſions, and Flou- 


14 


> 13 
85 — 7 

oY N 
<5 


| wich ridiculing 90 them and me, yet, and < 
my Friends alſo. Hut this I am not very free 


from thee at all, no! 


fo, then he is ent of God. gifted, fitted A5 


Mat. 10. & 8. thow mußt ee thou is 
le 


124 


to let paſs, leſt thou ſhould*ſt nar only boaſt of 
victory befote thou haſt obtain d ir; Toe chief- 
ly, leſt Truth, and Haneſt Enquirers, and Lovers 
of it, ſhopld ſuff by thy Knacks, Tricks, and 
lietle Arrs, ta carry oh thy'Un-Goſpet practice, 
of taking Tubes of them that receive nothing 
need any thing of thine z 
and therefore are ſore oppreſs 7d by thee. 

In my Firſt Letter, I cold thee, No Law of 
85 D 5 *d for ſuch Work unde, the 
pen/ation, (viz. for taking of Tithes. ) 
2 never diſptoved ſt yet, nor pro- 
duced'it any Law of God for it. I alſo told 
thee, That 4 Clergy-man, I ſuppoſe, tbon <2 > 
be! obe called to the Mininiſtry of the Geſpel: 


furniſhed by the Lord, and as he Feely receives, 
fo he 2 feel to give, Mat. 16.8; But 
find no word from Qhrift, in all the New 
Teſtament," to ſell and force payment, whe- 
ther —_— will or no; This thou alfo haft þ 
not yet 8 nor canſt, nor all the World 


to help 


g 
4 
a 
- Bur — tell t me in thy Second Letter, h 
Than overſight thou omitted ſi th; and ſayeſt, IF. 
I explain my ſelf, what fort of Miſſion, 

and what ſort of. Gifts I ſpeak of ; for thou 
ſuyeſt, If I mean Extraordinary Miſſion, or Super- 
natural Gifts, ſuch as our Saviour | 


C be God, and ſo 
5 ne fo Called of 0 


hou-know of none Called of God, Giſted, Fired; 
urniſhed, and Sent of him freely, in his great 


nd thy Brethren ? And who Fits and Furniſhes 
ou, or Calls you to what you do? The Giſta 
mean, ate ſuch as come from above, ' fuck 
God gives to fit Men for the Miniſtry oi 
he Goſpel, good and perfect Gifts, as James 


's 


be Father of Lights ; with whom is no variable- 
/, neither of change ;, ſuch as in Eyb. 4. 


1,&c. are {poken of, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophetry. 


vangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, for the perfefting of 


be Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the. 


d 

7 

= 

3 

of 

2 

) 

* 

1 lifying of the Body of Cbriſt; till we all come 
if nto the Unity of | the Faith, and of the Knowled 
d 

55 

at 

* 

e 

ﬀ| 

Id 


ors of the dees of l fulneſs of Ohh 
nea ſure t ature the s Of 7/364 
That Children, toſſed 


we benceforth be mo more 


. and fo, ond carried about with every Wind 


Doctrine, by the flight of Men, and cunning 
raftine[s, ww 1— lie in wait to deceive 5 

ut ſpeaking the Truth in Love, they may . 

p in him m all things, which is the Head, ever 
Fig. And theſe are the Gifts I mean. Now 
4 hou calleſt thy ſelf a Paſor, and ſubſcribeſt thy 
> elf T. S's Paſtor; but who made thee fo? - | 


derfett, ſupernatural and divine Gifts, to 
t Men for Divine Services and Worſhip. 
and if thou haſt not the Gift of a Poſter 


ther 


ed: This is thy plain Confeſſion, But dus 


ove, in theſe Days? Then who Sends thee 


aith, Chap. 1. 17. they come from above, fon 


perfect Man; wnto the 1 


Theſe Gifts are from above, good and © 


5 given thee from above freely, from the Fa- « l 


89323 


| . 1 . 4 ö 
5 8 Lights, Where hadſt thou thy Gifts? 

* made thee a Puffer? I think, if Scrip- 
ture muſt be believed, then no Man hath 
any thing, or can receive any thing, except 
ir be given bim from Heaven, Fehn 3: 27. 
And ate not thefe Gifts, for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, Exttaordinary and Supernatural? 
If he that miniſters, is no more fitted, gifted 
_ and+ furniſhed, than he that is miniſtred un- 
to by him, what haſt thou, or any Man, that 

he hath not received? Who made thee to dif. 
er? What muſt thy; Flock feed on, if no more, 
ow up in thee, their pretended Paſtor, nor 
4 Ipringupin thee, than in them? x; 
j And it is evident, that theſe Gifts being given 
1 freely from above, they are not attainable by 
any Art; Strength, Power, Wiſdom, Righteouſ: 
© neſs; or Skill of Man: For in vain, as to theſe 
things, is the help of Man. Therefore the Na. 
tural Man knows not the things of God, nor 
underſtands them; nor indeed can he, by all 
his Natural Attainments, or Humane Arts. 
Let all Fleſh therefore be ſilent before the 
Lord, and the Lord alone be exalted, iti this 
his:Glorious Goſpel- Day: And take the Apo- 
ſtle's/Counſel to the Romans, chap. 1 2. 3, 4, 5; 
6, 7, 8, 9. Every Man not to think more bighly 
bimſelf, than be ' ought to think; but think 

„ as Gad bath dealt to every Man the 
meaſure of Faith. For as we bave many Mem- 
lers in one Body, and all Members have not the 
fame Office ; ſo we being many, are one Body in 
ui, and every. one Members one of another : 
_ 2 Having 
wo. 5 | 


es hed FA ie i. A. A ted A rn r 
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that inven tos; , «th 
2 2 the freportion. of Up. oat.” 

mini 6 of: he 1 
45 er Roth * 
Ex 3 lows - 
abbir that heh * Evil,” cleave tb tbut 1 * 
Good, Rita. 12.6 78.9, 8 che Church 
Body o Chriſt, 2 5 it elk in Loves Þ | 
into 'Ohiiſt irs Head, and he miniſters to eee. 

ry Member, and makes every Mer 1 " 0M 
vicendle in its Phce, and 2 4 
80 chat though there ire 5 

of Gifts; yet tis the 'fa 
one, and to another.” 


Rea Tha TEE that giyeg 

my Wy ce arc 

divetfitics of Operations, it is che 125 

Goc which worketh-all in : See 1 145 | 
* 1 


Sb hetE's - bidt - oh Lord, ore M 
V : A 


Head and Law. giver, one Fountam 
I all our Freſh-ſprings are. 
ö Hence all Boaftiß ITY exchi 0 aud or 
Member F 1 to another, f Bd no 
i F ther; the” Bye" 6 the Hand; hor: 2 
"i Head: 16” the Feet; yet every one ig. fer Ne. 
-H "ins his place, an 155 Lol "his 24 


5 office and ſervice, 0 8 co che Wil: 7 
7 given kim of the" Loi god Stewards'of © | 


35 the E 'Gifts "bf TS No tis 4 1 
„det an poet Gel ng from above, 1 
„e donbale r And yer al * 4 } 
„ nou g for rte al hve Hot che =, 


"i Gift of Healing, ner dd all ee 50 
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Ipoſſeſs d every Nan his ow Etats) Act vi. 


reg 
of; nor commanded or eorhmended-etther td 
Few Or Gentile, who befevd, in the Age of 
the Apoſtles, that we find either in Holy) 
Scripture or any other Ancient Records. 
So thus far Primitive Chriſtianity” was kept 
up. 5 ec 1.10: Og 3 3 3 
Remember I tell thee, In this time many 
were Converted to the Faith; and ſuch was 
the Liberality and Bounty to the Evangelical 
Miniftty,/ that it exceeded che Tenth, and 
their Love and Unity was great; and ſome 
offer d all they had, and ſold Houſe and 
Land, and brought the Price, and laid it at 
the Apoſtle's Feet, 4&#s 4. 34. and it was 
diſtributed to every Man as he had need: 
Mark, the Preachers did not engroſs It" to 
themſelves; but every Man, according as - 


Ihe had need of Food and Raiment, recei- 
ved, with which they were content, 808 


the Church lived freely of what came freely, 
for the Service of it. And thus it was at 


Jeaſalan in thofe Bayr. 


80 likewiſe the Church, gathered by Mark 
at Alexandria in Egypt, followed the ſame 
Practice. Hieron. in Vit. Marc. And Philo u- 
dæus faith; That in other Provinces; the Be- 


lievert lived teget ber in Societies. lc ll 
And in the Church at Hntioch, the Saints 


29. So likewiſe in Galatia and Corinth, where 


Ihe Apoſtle ordered, That Weekly Offerin) 


ſhould be . for 1 1 "06 
a, acgordin o is Ability and Eltate; - 

F 5 wo QC ms 1 1 Cor: 16. 
1 TY SB | = „„ 


Wa 


3 — 
„ 


1 Ü • ũ˖½— % 7—⅛—t̃̃˙.ä . ˙—...ÄP 7 ̃ 6 ům àwuM . ̃ꝶvwUꝛ4!!! d.,, ̃ fGl ¶ . , -. ..- — . nr , — 
- , 
* * 4 * f 
© * : * 
® Y - 


©, 


„ 


hands of Deacons, whereby, the Poor were 


relieved, and neceſlary. Services ſupplied in 


the Church of God and this continued for 
1 t Age. | 18 * 


In the next Ages, Monthly Offerings were 
freely made, and given to the Saints, by de- 
vout and able Chriſtians; and the Overſeers, 
appointed by the Church, were to receive 
them, and carefully and charitably diſpoſe 
of them, according to the Neceſſity of the 
Saints, Concil. Gangr. Can. 66. As a Mainte- 
nance for the Brethren in their Travels for 
the Service of God, Feeding, Cloathing and 
Burying their poor Brethren, Relieving of 
Widows and Orphans, and Perſons con- 
demned to labour in Metal- Mines, or to 
Priſons, or Baniſhment into Iſles by tlie Hea- 


Emperers 


1 
© 


And theſe Free Offerings were never ex- 
acted, witneſs Tertullian, that lived about Two 
Hundred Years after Chriſt; Whoſe words 
are theſt, (Apel. c. 39.) Every Man gives a 
ſmall Sum every Month, or when he will; 
but it is, if he will, and be able; for no 


Man is £omipell'd;: but he gives freely. Sec 


here Goſpel · Maintenance bare - fac d, that op- 
preſſes no Man, nor overburdens him; for 
there is enough in one hand or other to do 
all that's needful, eaſily and cheerfully. But 


% 


Things to themſelves. 4207 *8 7 30 1 


chis ſuits not With them that ſeek Hig 
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And W of Free Contrib donti; 
nued until * great Perſecution of Diocleſtan 
1 ee, aan che Tear, 3e. a 


f About this time "ſome. Tanks vets Bern 
to the Church, by them that believed, and 
the Revenue thereof was D cas her 
Free Gifts were, by the Deacons, for the a 


5" 1 uſes ; F Seiden $ Hiſtory of Tals c. 4. 


Origen ſaith, Ir is not lawful for any Mi- 
* nilter to polſels Lands for his own ule, that 
© are given to the: Church. Homil. 16. upon | 
Gene . | " 
ian, Biſhop of Carthage, allo teltifies | 
* ame, and ſhews how the | 
Church maintained many Poor, an. a 
« and that her own Diet was = a 68 
1 paring; and plain, and her Ex- 
* pences full 1 Frugality. This was about 
70 the Year: 250. 
Gl Pro 


LE as 


nn 


Sr 


9 
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(per. alſo ſalts, That a Miniſter, able to 
aff © live. of himſelf, "ought not to defire any 
„ ching to be geo unto him; and he that 
receſteth it, ow it not without great Sin. 
De. Vita Cont emp 1 N > N 
The Ew, held at Antioch. 
Anno 340. finding that much fallt The Come 
had been among the Deacons, Annd 3 249 
to whom it properly did be= 
long to diſtribute the Offeri and Free | 
| Gifts, Where there was need, v ich 2 . 
* taining tor. their In Coveious E . 
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Council did ordain; © That the Overſeers, or 
© Biſhops, might distribute the Goods; but 
© required, that they ſhould take no part 
© thereof to themſelves; uſing the Apoſtle“s 
* wards, Having Food and Raiment, be there- 
Wa. {OP Re 4. tf 
Cbryſoſtum, who lived about the Year 400. 
notes in Homil. 1 t. upon the Adr, That Chr 
ſtian Converts joyn'd in Societies, and liv'd 
in Common, as the Chriſtians did at Jeru- 
©falem. Whereby ir appears, that no men- 
- tion was made of Titbes in that Age. 
The Church then Lived altogether by the 
Free Offerings of Land, Money and Goods, 
and the People were exhorted to Bountiful 
Contributions for holy Uſes, as may be feen 
in the Writings of Hlerom and Chryſoftom: : 
But about this time, ' a Coldneſs in Devo- 
tion appeared in ſome that offer d; Which 
cauſed Hierom, Ambroſe, and othets, to preſs 
very, hard upon the People. for | Liberality, 
in point of Offerings; becauſe it was muck 
es than in the Apoſtles time: Inſomuch 
that Cyprian reproved them ſharply, ſaying, 
They gave not ſo much as was worth ſpeaking of, 
Eypr. d Unit-Ecdle. TR 
And it doth not appear, in any old Mo- 
numents of Credit, till near the end of Four 
Hundred Years after Chriſt, that the Pay- 
ment of any Tenth Part, as a Tenth, was 
at all in uſe; and from the Year Four 
4 be to the Year Eight Hundred, no 
Canon, or other LawWũ. Was generally re- 
ern. 4 N : . 8 ceived, 
& : —_ * 
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C 25 ) 
ceiyed, to compel the payment of Tithes; tho 
many grew ſtrait· handed, and caus d many 
that labout'd among them to „and 
upbhraided them with the Fe Tenths and 
Offerings, and ſome to be very ſharp yet 
till the Year Eight Hundred, it appears not, 
that it was à received Doctrine generally, 
That Tithes ought to be paid. 
| Now the Apoſtacy increaſed ' 3 yet their 
. Offerings and Gifts about this time were 
. — t into the common Treaſury, and diſ- 
of, on this wiſe : One Fourth Part to 
e the Prieſts, out of which every one that la- 
;, boured had his Portion; another Part for Re- 
lief of che Poor, the Sick, and Strangers; and 
n another Part for Repairing Places of Worſhip, 
: and another to the Biſhop ; and then the Bi- 
>- ſhop lived in ſome place, where the Clergy 
h liv'd- with him; from whence he ſent them 
to preach into the Countries, and there they 
received ſuch Qfferings as were made, and 
brought them into che Treaſury. 80 the 
Prieſts | had not ſuch: a peculiar Power or 
Share, but others partook with them, as a- 
foreſaid: But now they claim all Tithes, as 
due, and take them by Force, having Law 
00 compel; af Which more e 


y- 0 foftom, in bis och 
A 9 22 even Labourers and K "Ziom. 436 up 


he Epiſt. 
ur ficers, to give 'Bountifully their W* 7 6. 
no Alms to gl Church for Holy * + wy 


re- Uſes, according 0 Apoſtolical Or rdinances, 
ed, . ö * 2 3 e relating | 


1260 


elating to the 'Weekly Offerings; as in the 
Zhurches at Coriurh, Galatia, Antioch ;; and the 
ews Liberality was brought as à Precedent; 
low which; the wane? not have Fong 
derermine their Clarity: WR OT 


Ai, Biſhop of Adis pedkcingrin upon 
that Paſlage Ve Abrabam, Gen. 14.23. who 
after he bad | gain d the Victory over the King 
of Sodom 's Bai and reſcued Lot; When 

ing of Sodom offer d him part of the 
na would receive nothing, but a few 
70 Ahough, ſaith be, the wy Teachers 
war in the behalf of periſhing Mankind, 
yet they do not take any chin from the 
Men of the World, nor heap up umo them- 
« ſelves Riches; leſt the World ſhould ſay, 
9 We have made you Rich. They only, ſaith 
be, ought to receive their” Suſte- 
De ora. « * ' © nance from the hands of thoſe, 
Fa ad fen. « whom they have Converted>ro 
| © theFaith: For it's Chriſts Com- 
mand, That thoſe that preach the Goſpel,” fhould 
live thereby on 114 190 967 

Take notice of this, Friend miliam 3 und 
let not Law run thee to act quite wary 
co Chriſt and his Apoſites Doctrise : For it's 
very hard, * unequal, and unrighteous, for 
thee to force any Man, that receives these Hot, 
nor ig partaker of any Spirituals from- the, 
to pay thee the Tenth of” his Temporals. 1 But 


** ie & » fp * * 
hear again: 1 e ett 
95 S be 4s; 12 14. 3 5 [10 S - of 200 
sl: $I | | 8 
| . | > i 47 
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©» Proſper ſaith; They that. live ; 1102 . 
of the "Goſpel, 1 be De 2 Wb 4. 


tors uf mothing;; they. weicher * -ap. 14% 
Jhave. mot de re. have anxß 
„thing; ; mot poſſoſſing their own, but An. 
common Goods: And What is it, En be, 
„to live af the Goſpelꝰ But that he, Who 
labours, ſhould receive neceſſary * 
by chem, among whom he labours, wit 
| * foroing.. And Further adds, That tho Pank 
, | himſelf! nad Power | 15 3 yet he would 
Vnotimake uſe of it, Jy, he ſhould occaſion an 
i *.Offence 3 but labour wich his Hands, being * 
k La Tae; that he U mot * m 
© ſome to the Churches We 6 
With him agrees Origen, Hum we is upon 1. 
who Haith, Frrer and Fobn ſaid, Silver and Gold 
bave I nene: Behold: the Riches of thoſe; whid 
* were\Apoſiles of Jeſus Chriſt ! Bur, n he, let 
dus quickly apply theſe things to our ſelves; 
© who are prohibited by the Law of Cbriſt, 
if we have any Regard thereto, to have Poſ- 
ſeſſions in the e and Houſes in the 
City: What do I ſay, Poſſeſſions or Houſes? 
4 ; No, not ſo much as two Coats, or to mul 
y riply Coats ar Money; if We have Food 
4 and Raiment, let us be therewith content. 
or | Hierom alſo; writing to Nepotianus, a Clergy- 
. man, ſays; I beſeech thee, that thou wou 
e, not transform our Spiritual Warfare, into. a 
; One; nor imagine thou art in the 
: Clergy, as if thou wert in an Army, getting 
F * Seck after no 9 than when then 
Cameſt 


Le 

* cameſt firſt into the Clergy, leſt it be ſaid to 
hee, Their Lot (bull net profit then. 
hut after the Prieſts began ro:covet to be 
Great, and being, as the Apoſtle: words it, 
become inwardly © Revening Wolves ; turn' d 
from the Holy Spirit of Chriſt, that ap- 
pears in cle Inward Man, into the Wiſdom 
of the Fleſn; then they ſought their own 
Ends and Exaltation, Honour, Riches, and 
what not, that's pleaſant to Old Self, which 
by Chriſt's Doctrine is to be deny'd; and the 
Croſs taken up daily; and Chriſt, not Self, 
followed; Chriſt, not Popes, and covetous 
roud Prelates, followed: But this is not plea- 

nt to Hleſhly, Carnal, Earthly Man. 
Let I ind no Law, Canon, or Conſtitution 
gf General Council, that commanded Tithes 
to he paid, or exprefly ſuppoſed them a Duty 
of common Right, before the Council of La. 
zeran,) held in the Tear 1215. under Pope 1n- 
nocent the Third, he being grown Great: Af. 


ter which Command of that Pope, nd Scruple 


Was made of it by the Prieſts to take all; and 
the Poor might ſhift as they could for them 
ſelves; Büt as Selden in his Hiſtary of Tither, 
9 ſect. 2, ſaith, A Queſtion being put, 
' By, what Immediate Law' Tubes were . payable ? 
dome anſwered one way, fomeanother; but 
* the Canoniſts, ſays he, with one Conſent, do 
4 ground tbemſelves upon ſome Paſſages of 
provingial Councils, of Fathers and hopes. 
Here it came on with, Habe dare contradis 
{6 Fee and i Councils & But che were 
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Confounded, I find; and the beſt. bottom 
they. could get, was the Pope's Authority, or 


his Apoſtles, to this Day; but the contrary, as 
hath been ſhewed already at large. 
I find, the Dominicans. and Franciſcan N-. 


of Divine Right, but » meer Alms; and theſe 
2 to gain a good part therefore to them- 
eee elt ene e | 
About the Years 800, /g00, and 1000. 1 
find, Tithes were called, The Lord's Goods: 
The Pattimony of tbe Poor, &c. And | the 
Council of Nants. deolared, The Clergy 
ſhould not uſe them as their own, but 
, diſpoſe. of 2 them to the uſe of the Poor. 
zut the Council at Lyons, under Rope 
Gregory, · 27 Conſtituted, That it ſhould 
not be Lawful :hencefotward for Men to 
8 give their Tithes a their own pleaſure, 
vhere they would ; but now they mult 
pay all to the Mother. Church. And the 
Council of Trent, i360. ſaid, Tithes were due 
to God; and ſo concluded, they muſt; be paid 
to God, and Holy Chung 


Thus, by what has been faid, it's plain when 


Titbes camę up, and how, and by whom; and 
who made. Laws for the Payment of them, 
and to whom they commande them d he 
paid: And therefore what 1 ſaid in my Len- 
the Pope, and his Prieſts, it is. Glearly 


ters f 
proved from whence thoſe Laws, that - 
delle abe Payment of Tithes, feng. e 
N 4 | i ' * * 3 N e 
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the Fews ; not a Title from Chriſt Feſus, Or 


ars would have it, That Tithes were not 


(90) 
the Ficar''of Bray is ſo ſtill; Popery and Sl 
wary; is Phpery and Slater ſtill: And therefor, 
deny Self, and on Truth; come out of Bu 
Mlen, partake not of: her Sins, leſt thou par. 
take of her Plagues, that will certainly com. 
usb her from the great God of Heaven and 
Furth. But yet, that I may not be ſhort, E 
us follow the Pope into England 1 little. 
About the Year 600. or ſoon after, the P 
of Rome ſent over Auguſtin the Monk into Eng 
land, who was a Canon Regular, by Whon 
 Evbelbert, King of Kent, was Converted; and he 
and his Clergy followed the Example of for; 
mer Ages, Bed. lib. 1. 26. and imitated the 
Practice of the Apoſtolical Primitive Church 
and lid in common upon the Offerings 
their Converts : And thoſe that receive 
them, joyn'd into Societies; and out of their 
Offerings; repaired rhe Teinples of the Ger: 
tile; "which Pope Gregory - adviſed; not to de.. 
deſtroy, but convert tõ Chriſtian Services 
x See here the Riſe of yaur High: Places 
hey Builded ſame Houſes, and call'd then 
Cbigehes, in which the Priefts exerciſed their 
Sbrivings : And the Pope adviſed Auguſtin, tha 
ne Enpih Saxon Chwch, and the Clergy, ſhould 
bf ate Community of all things, as it W 
au che Apoſtles Days But after a great pan 
vf ne Nation was brought over tothe Papijt 
Faxb; they began to Preach up the Old R- 
m Doctrine, that Tithes angle to be "paid 1 
Siu and Holy Church, as the Phraſe was; and 
that Pardon of Sin, and the Joys of Heaven 


h Wer 


r err 
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E 
ere merited by Good Werks; and the Tor- 
its of "Hell evaded, by Charhy: is 
ade them eafily yield to give Tenth, and 
ands, arid outward Riches, to thoſe call's 
religious Houſes ;, ſo that bundance was 
ven, and the Clergy grew Rich and Grea 
* how long this Community concioued N 
the Clergy. doth not fully appear * V7 
Zur U the time of Henry the Third,” no 
Tithes, as 'Tithes, were generally 78 22 
gland, — la (8 1 find 127 Bede, i 
beer. Saxon,” 7,3. ) a Peeree was mate" (ay 
hind wood in Copflitere, Provimcyal informs) chat 
or every Twenty Sings Ren 3 a 3 
Sunday ern be pai 
for they the Days aſter he — 4 75 
ames, one called Sunday, another Ae 
de) and the Tenth Part of the Yearly ly Rel 
5 their Houſes. e * 
de. A8 concerning Laws 0 Goss for Ti 
x Wmong the "Saxons, it is Taid, That B08 
es Wear 786. Pope Adrian, being grown red 
enſſent two Legates into England, for Reforma- 
cllftion, as it Was call'd, who bronghe Letters 2 
ha Offs King of | Merceland, and' Alfewold 2 75 
ud Nr bumberlan.  Whereupott A 2 al 
va Council in the North, and, 12 8 "and Kanulfh | 
ancall'd ahorhet for the South; who 8 : 
That 2 Teuch Part of the -Prhies of che ka h 


Re mould be paid, as it wil inen in che LO 5 
of | Moſes 324 ind-Offe, ani 1 age and AV- 
* bots, fübſcribed it, Wik 2 eh to t: * 
en 


alle v 7555 8. ſect. Ih 9 : 
ll ode 28 The... 


L 32 J 

The ſame Author alſo ſays, 1554, ſedt. 4. Tha 
Erbelwolf, King of the Weſt-Saxmms; in the Year 
$55. made a Law, that Tithes of all his Land 
ſhould be given to God, and his Servants, and 
be ey from all Taxes. | - 

Bur-I find by Hiſtory, that King Offa. kill' 
Oh Etbelhert, and gave a Tenth of his Goods tq 
poaciſie his Ghoſt 5 and that Edger, being in 
Love with Etheldwold' s Wife, to obtain hi 
Pa murder'd him; 72 which the Pop! 

ding forth his Bull; Edgar, to appeaſe him, 
Fri of to the Church t e Tenth. of all thei 

ruit of his Field, and Cartel, to the Prieſts and ri 
their Succeſſors: So Murder and Whoredom 
helped forward, the Prieſts Right of Tithes 

A e e et er 100 pn 
and in the dar ight of P too, agai 

h the firſt Martyrs teſtified ?, And wa 
it a good Law for Princes to give awa⸗ 
| other Mrs Goods, to expiate their own Sins? 
. 8. 2 of them attone? Is it no 
. nowledgment of the Pope's Power toil. 
ble, and a Bribing off the Guilt of Sin 
+ Ra Almighty. God by Gifts to a Mortal 
| Man, and t bots extorted from a Poor people 
, 0 Is bo Proteſtantiſm ? Is this any other 
_ but plas LS Ik it doth deſerve 2 better 

7755 — ſhew. thy Reaſon for it. 


member cient Paſſage in Story, 

| 1 552 Day tha hit Coin terx:d- thoſe 
8 of Tithes, and Rich Be- 
Fests ur 0 ihe ne. a: Voice Was heard 
from leaven, ing, This day 8 Poxſom poured 
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r , 
the Church : Since Which timè, it 'harki 


Fr | 
at een obſer ved by ſome very Conſiderate Per- 
dons, That the Riches and great Power of 
n Thurch- Officers, hath been the Canker of the 


hurch, and Moth of the State. Nein 
But let's ſee a little further what Hiſtory 1 


nvaded En 
e call'd a 
edut King ; 
he Eaft- Angles ; and they, to remove the hea- 

ry Judgment that was upon them, gave the 
iche of all the Land to God, and his Ser- 
ants, 48 their Phraſe then was. So 1 find 


nd, and great Wars came on, 
uncil, where were preſent Pern- 


ing Ethelred, King Knute, King Edward the 


eral Laws for Tithes, as Hiſtory relates. 
2 And #iliam the Conquetor, when he came 
Wein with the Normans, he alſo confirm'd the 
0 Liberries of the Church; ſo Hen. I. and Hen. 
rol. did the like : And King Stephen alſo, who 
nave to the Priory of Eye in Suffolk, as may 
tale ſeen in an Origi he 
ple renths of ſeveral of his Mannors for the 
zer pardon of his Sins, and obtaining the Joys 
ter of Heaven, for his own Soul, and the Soul of | 
his Father, Mot ber, Uncle, &c. Selden HI. of | 
y rithes, c. 11. 
ol And another 074 Charter * That Ralph ; 
3e- Biſhop of Chicheſter, + granted to the Abby of 
win Bartel the Tenths of ſundry Mannors, þ 
reg ö | tne. 


* 

13 N 

* : * 

1 « > 
% * 
- 
- * 
. - ” 
o 


aith concerning Ethe/wolf: When the Danes © + 


of Mercia, and Edmund King of ' 


ing Atbelfan, King Edmund, King Edgar, 4 


onfeſſor, and 1everal Saxon Kings, made e- 5 | 


Charter 957 his, the oF 


* 


1. OIL 
the Healthy of his own Soul, and fern Soul 
af his Anceſtors: See Selden,' &c. ibid. 
+. It appears aan of the Charter of the Me 
naſtery of Reds ire, in the time 
King Jobn; char Waker Cliford,tor the Health 
his Father's Soul. and of his Wife and Childrer 
gave the whole Tenth: of Hameneſea unto t 
Church of Lenſter; as the Author afofeſai 

_ informs me. Ibid: 

Let it was long before People waneoftrain 
from: giving their Tighes where, or to v 
place they gt we d, Which made many Ric 
Abbies. and Monefteries, &cc. Till about the Ye! 

20. or thereabouts, when every one ga 

- his Tithe at his pleaſure; which made Por 
Innocent the Third, ſend his Decree Epiſle 
the Biſhop of Canterbury, Commanding him off 
enjoyn every Man to pay his Temporal Good 
A to him that miniſtred Spiritual Thiogs to hit 
vhich was enforced by Bceleſiaſtical Cenſura 
'Thius began Parbchial Payment of Tithes i 
England; this Decretal Epiſtle: being then at 
« minted, and-enjoyned by the Law of the Na? 
tion, King and people being then Papiſts ; ie 
Fx. Howgilh, & c. Pil. © 4 
This Decree of tlie Pope Was greatly aſſiſte 
by the Biſhops and Prieſs, in whoſe: 1 
Was made, and did ſo corrupt the 
Wi ckliff, that Famous Reformer, in ' Richard 

Second's time, complains to the Parliament, 

theſe words: Ah, Lord God, where this 

| "Revlon 10 conftrain on n i 


+ 4 
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8 t 3s 13 
a Worldly Prieſt, ſomtime unable both of 
Life ani Cunning, in Pomp and Pride, Co- 


dles, ringing by the way, and himſelf in 
coſtly Cloaths and Pelure; and ro: ſuffer 
their Wives and Children, and their 


Cold, and other Miſchiefs of the World. 
Ah, Lord jeſu Chriſty ſich within few Years 
Men paid their Tithes and Offerings at their 


great Worſhip of God, to profit. ant fair- 
neſs of Holy Church 3 in Rant; 
where it were lawful and needſul, that 2 
Worldly prieſt ſhould deſtroy this holy and 
approv'd Cuſtom, conſtraining Men to leave 
this Freedom, turning Tithes and Offerings 
unto wicked Uſes.. Selden, &c. c. 10. 


wold gave the Tithes in Cbiltame to the Mo- 


Ius Donation runs thus 
« Be it known to thoſe that are preſent; 


my Soul, and my Parents, Cc. have grant- 


for ever, the Tithes of all my Land, which 
I poſſeſs in he "Lge of Chilrune,' 'Sel- 

den, Sr. c. 11 
* — u- d do geani 
$ , 
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vetiſe and Envy, Gluttony, Drunkenneſsand . 
Lechery; in Simony and Hereſie, with fat 
Horſes and jolly, and gay Saddles and Rri- 


pobt 
Neighbours, periſh ſor Hunger, Thirſt and 


tery-at Abingdon ; the Form and Comes of 


' own. Will, free to good Men, and able to 


And in the Days of Heury II. Nissle Is 


and to thoſe that ſhall ſucceed, that 1 Njeo- + + 
be Son: of Tad for the Salvazion'-of © | 


ee Oburch at Abingdon, to be held 


” 
* 


dunto Gad, and do Bain es of Retheps 
os. and to the Monks having Reſidence there, all 


for my own Soul; and for the Soul of my 
Father and Mother, and for my Wife, andi. 


5 1 


my Tiches, &. for the Soul of King Vi. 
lam, and for the Soul of King Henry, and 


© for my Brother Neale, and for my Nephea Tit 
Humpbry, and for the Souls of my other“ 


1 Parents, alive and dead, Selden, &c. c. 11. Im 


Again, Know all Men, that I Payne SherifM'h« 


+ of Surrey, do give and grant the Tithes off 
© Geddinges, which my Anceſtors gave to God, (cr 


and to the Church of St. Andrew of Rocheſter Ti 
for the Soul of my Father and Mother, and n 
for me and my Wife; and the ſame Church Ifo. 
© hath granted unto; me, that after our Death, e 

the Anniverſary of me, and of my Wife, m1 
* ſhall Yearly be performed for ever. N a” 
former Grant was confirm d. an 

Again, * Richard Treſgoz, confirm'd to God Al 
« and-che Church of bleſſed Mary of 'Boxgrave Idi. 
and to the Monks there ſerving God, fof Itch 
the Salvation of his Soul, and of his Wife len 
and Predeceflors, that MAaſt ſhould be Cele- m. 
© brated thrice a Week in che forefaid Church, Nr 
«© for his Soul, his Wife” s Soul, and the Souls 
* of his Father and. Mother, and Anceſtors, N, 
all the Donations which his Father had given, Ia 
das well in Lands as in Tithes : Moreover, Idi. 


- *he gave all the ſmall Tithes of his Mannor of YT" 


Hamptunere, of Lambs,Calves,Foals, Chickens, £ 
: Pigs, Geeſe, Wool, Cheeſe, Apples, Fruit; 

in a * of. whatſoever was Titheable; 
Wale. ibid. 1 Nou 
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Now after the P 27 — brouz ghrin Fithes, 
the Prieſts pretended à Legal Tit to them, 
ſer up Courts, call'd"Ectlefiaſtical Curt which 
remain to this day, amongſt them that ſay 
they are Reform d, to recover their Tithes by; 
and the Prieſts themſelves being Judges, he 
people might well think what might de ex 
pected from them; yet they that did not p pay, 
no greater Puniſhment did the Priefts at chat time 
inflict” üpon them, than Excommunication. And 
yet, notwithſtanding this General Decree, the 

Pope did diſpence Wich, and give Exemption to 
divers Orders of his Clergy, ſo called, to free 
them from Payment; as the Hoſpitallers. Tem- 
plart, and generally to alt Lands belonging to 
chene call' Religions Perſons and Houſes; which 
is the reaſon rhar divers Perſons' at this day 
have Lands that are Tithe free. 

So the Pope, by colour of the Fiſh Law, 
by which Tithes were given to the Leviri- 
cal Prieſthood, gained an Univetſal payment 
of them to all h s Clergy ; and in Imitation 
of that Earthly T W. fr up a New Build- 
ing, after tie former Pattern ; * ind therefore 
to himſelf he claims the Fir "Fruits and 
Tenths,”as a Succeſſor of the Fewiſh High Prieſt: 
Sins Alſo he undertakes to Pardon, and ap- 
points Cardinals, as Leaders of Families; Mi 
ters are'ordain'd for the Head, as Ae had, 
and Synagogues built, falſly called Cburcbe, 
with Altars, like the Jeu, and with ' Organ; 
and Inſtruments of Muſick, with SET, and 
Porters, &c. — 


And 
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And ih the Fort df the Levine PENTON 
they 1y#nsform'd themſelves; and ven 
for. abe Doctrine then, and is fill u Shel 
wy pleaded for by the Proteſtant Clerpy ; 1 2 

wholly denyip Ins Chriſt Jefus come in rhe 
fen is End of all 990 Figures Sha- 
dow, e. ſee H. Howgs , & 

80 Henry 8. being a a Pap, . believing 
the Pope's Doe 4 did: his Parlia- 
ment, made 'a Law, That every one ſhould ſei 
bat, and pay bis Tiber, as due 1 God and Hol ly 
Cburch; allo a Second Law was made in h 
time; io the like purpoſe : But ſtill reſtrain' 
the Trial of Tithes to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts. 

After him alſo Edward 6. in partner of 
his Pather's Law, made another for the Pay- 
ment of Predial and Perſonal Tithes,, under Pe- 

nay of Treble Damages, who alſo reſtrained 


tb! Tryal to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts: Theſe 
Laus ſuppoſed them due to God and Holy 


Charch ; FE Seki they required every Man 
to Sets, and ſet out his Tithes, 

Nowy cheſe Tithes have been received ſince 
by Perſons of divers Profeſſions, who would 
be. accbunted no Papi; but tis obſervable, 
that as the Tit hes, Hire, and Benefices have 
been taken away from any Party of them, 
that party hath ſenſibly ect. And it 
is kmentable, to conſider, that theſe Tithes 

and forced Maintenance, which were decreed 
by the Pepe Canon-Laws, ſhould fill be 
tiolden up by them ng Profeſs Reformati 


ang 


> as 


e 

and Separation from the Pepe, and to make the 
Hoh Scriptures their Rule of Faith and Practice. 
Having thus briefly run over fundry DoEtrines, 
Decrees, Practices, and Opinions, concerning 
Tithes, from the Apoſtles. Time downwards, 
we find them various, as before appears, and 
that the Right of Tithes was never clear, but re- 
main'd in Controverſie, even amongſt Great 
and Learned Men, for divers Ages ſince 
they came up; yea, amongſt many Papiſts, in 
the time 4 the Pope's Domination; and in 
all Ages, there were thoſe that witliſtood the 
Payment of them, even to this very day; and 
many of the Martyrs for that, amongſt other 
things, ſuffer'd in the Flames. n 
_ Now therefore it appears clear, Firf, That 
Titbes among the Fews were paid to the Levites 
and Preefts. Secondly, That they were not for the 
Levites and Priefs only, but for the Strangers, 
Fatherleſs and Widows. Thirdly, When Chrilt 
was come, the Levitical Prieſthood was taken 
away, and the Law for Tithes. was Changed. 
Fourthly, That neither Chriſt. nor his Apoſtles 
received any Titbes, nor demanded any, nor left 
any Command to others to touch them, or 
meddle with them at all. Fifthly, That in the 
primitive Times, for the ſirſt Three Hundred 
Years, while. the Simplicity of the Goſpel was 
more minded, no Tithes were cither claim'd or 
| paid amongſt Chriſtians ; but their way of 
Maintenance was wholly Voluntary, every 
ane as he pleaſed, alb being Free-Gift, as oc- 
_ Cafion did require. Sixfbly, As the a ty 
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Godlineſs came to he loft, and the Myſtery 
of Taiquity began to work, and Mer Ima. 
inarions taught, inſtead. of tbe Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and Self ſet up, inſtead of 5 


ny'd;, then they began to n up Tithes, 


ferching _ their * Ground, from "Moſes, or any 


where to get footing for them; tho! after the 
8 enter d, they were not paid as 
Tithes, but Free Offerings, and as the Bounty 
of the Giver; nor were they given io the 
Clergy” only, but to the Poor alſd; nor was 
it 4 general receiv'd Doctrine, till the Pope 
had ſet up his Authority and Dominion over 
the gteateſt part Of Europe, many Hundreds 
of Tears after Chriſt, Sevenrbly, After $52 | 
were confirm'd by the Pope, and command 

to be paid, there was no "Compulſory Law 
made, bur only , Excommunication. Eightbly, 
After that, they were accounted an Ecclefige 
tical Duty, and never call'd a Civil Rigbt, 
but were tryed in Eccleſiaſtical Courts. Ninib- 


h, Until about the Year 1200. the common 


practice was, for every one to beſtow his 
Tenths and Offerings where he pleas' d. 


Tembly, They were firſt brought in as a Duty 
owing ro God and Holy Church, and fo were 


required and enforced ; from whence ic ap- 
pears, there was no Civil Property” or Right 


in him that claims them; that Firſt Fruits 


and Tenths are but a late invented thing, 
and claim'd by the Pope, as Succeflor to the 
Jewiſh High Prieſt, as he fays. Elevembh, 


Tiches were ine fame in ape Ground and 
AA. ; e Foun- 
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144 
oyndajian, whether FA d by the rieb Or 


t an. Abby ; and differ d no- 
thing, mw cd Perl of (FB that poſleſs d 
hem, . Lolly, This ſhews the degenerate State 


of the Cl uxch, and how Fanta and Er- 
ror crept in amongſt 5 after the 950 
of Truth Was loſt, NY yit was loſt allo, 
1 85 cauſed. ſuch earneſſ 1 unto need- 
Contrib And afterwards, Men would 
ſtill he o 1 15 to bee of Chriſt, tho never 
Sent of Gad, neither did they profit the People at 
8 But being ſet up hy Man, and the Golden 
Cup put IX their Hands, full of ſweet Wine, 
it reliſh! Pak Bt to their Cages palates, 
that they. ſw 9 5 all the Poors Part, and 
were FF ES. it,z and then ſadly 
pull'd an Ys . another for great 
of this, Cup of Gold; and they wat got the 
Rulers of, the. Earth on or ſide, obtain d 
Laws and Decyees ta force the Payment of 
Tithes : Bur in the beginning it was not fo; 
or While the Purity and. Simplicity of the 
Truth remained, Charity abounded. 
Well, Friend William, aſter this plain Search 
apd Diſcovery, I need nat heed thy Vapouring 
and, In aus over me; für the Ground: and 
Riſe l 5 Great Diana is found gut and 
manifcſte and thy Legal Right ta Tithes 
laid open. " And muſt I now go to Meſs, and 
do many other things, that Rome, France or 
Spain require by Law; becauſe 1 find them por 


| expreſly forbidden by Cbriſt? If 1 lived there, 
; i 0 r or Ae . Fould: be, A: 15 


1 
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Plea for Self. eaſe and Intereſt. But if Chriſt 
hath det required thee to take Tithes, nor 
me to pay them, may it not be faid, 2% hath 
equire Theſe things at dur hands? But when 
C 151 out his Diſciples, he bad them 
Teach the Nations to obſerve. all. tbings, whatſoever 
be bal commanded them : He did not ſay, 
Whatloever the Pope or Powers of the Earch, 
command you, in matters I fend you abvur; 


but, What I command you. Pray thee, how doſt 


thou diſtinguiſh between God's or Chrifi*s things, 
and Cæfar s? If in matters relating to Faith, 
Worſhip, Conſcience and Prieſthood, Czſer 

muſt rule me, and be abey'd ; where, or in 
what I have no Command from God or Chriſt? 
By this Rule I may pay Tithes to Popiſh and 
Mahometan Prieſts, if the Law of the Land 
commanded me. This is a poor Shift thou 
makeſt, and {o lame and rotten, thou may'ſt 

, ů a Gets i 


, 


But thou in thy laſt Letter thinkeſt, thou 


haſt brought my Chaos, as thou ignorantly 


calleſt my former Letters, into ſome tolerable 
kind of Order, p. 76. And "FI pot 
Firſt, My Reaſons thou ſay'ſt are theſe, 
That Humane Laws are for Humane Things; 
and I fay fo ſtill: And by Humane Things, I 
mean, that every Man, a Clergy-man as well 
as others, ought to be preſerved in his Life, 
Birth-right, r As for Inſtance, If Iam my 
Father's Heir, or have @ Portion left me, in 
Money, Goods, or Eſtate of Land; which 
the Law cannot be ſaid to give me a Right 


: \ 


A 
to, for that's my Father's Gift; but the 
Law preferves my Right to me, in that 
which is ſo given me by my Father, or 
by any Friend elſe, that gives me. any out- 
ward Eſtate he had a true Right and Title 
to; and if I pleaſe I can diſpaſe of What 
is /o given, or that gomes to me by Deſcent, or 
that I buy of another. that ſells me his pro- 
per Right; and to ſecure it to them, I make 
uſe of the Law, that thoſe I give it or ſell 
it to, may enjoy it. quietly and peaceably; 
{o the Law preſerves their Right, I gave them 
or ſold them. Bur for all thy talk of Lega 
Right to Tithes, what Right haſt thou either to 
ſell or give the Tithes which thou calleſt 
thine ? Sa that the old Saying holds here, 
5 "Parſon dies, where's the Parſon s Wife? 
Thau canſt not give thy Tithes either to 
Wife or Child, nor fell thy Tithes, as I can 
my Temporal Eſtate, co any Man 1 pleaſe. 
„ e ee 

3 955 De, * ; 

But Tithes are due to Gad and Holy Church, 
faith the Law of our Fore fathers, and Law: 
makers, and na Man can diſpoſe of them, 
but while he lives and remains within he! 
Pale, io ſome Office, Service, or Place ſhe 
approves of him in; and if ſhe approves ot 
him, then though he never was Holy, but 
lives and digs a miſerable Sinner; yet ſhe. 33 
given him Tithes, while he abides in that 
Plage or Office; and Whether es What he 
preſends or no, he may get them by Law : 1 
g ' „ ! 
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ebe Church finds him faulty, and turns 
t im out of his Place or Office, he loſes all 


or is Tithes 3 and if no Pay, then uo Pater. Noſter. 
t- Nut Friend, the caſe is not, fo with a Land- 
le rd, he may keep his Proper Right, and have 
at Ihe Benefit of it to himſelf, and his Heirs for 


or ver; fo that that Argument is weak and fri- 
2- Wolous. . 2 

ge Secondly 5 That, that Law thou claimeſt Tithes 
ll Wy, is contrary to the Law of Chriſt, p.76. doth, I 
iF bink, ſufficiently appear; it being never made 
m Wy Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but by the Pope and 
is Succeſſofs. readies. 

% Thirdly, That Goſpel- Miniſters ought to be con- 
t Went ith Goſpel- Maintenance, p. ibid. js likewiſe 
e. evident enough; and what that is, appears plainly 

? Wallo co be neceſſary Food and Ratment, which, 

0 e are in want, they may lawfully receive 
n of thoſe that reap Spiricual Things from the 
„ MSowers of them; which none can do, that 
d bave not Spiritual Things given them freely 


from Above, from the Giver of every Good and 
Perfect Gift; and then ſent to miniſter Feeh, 
„caccording as they receive; and thoſe that re- 
„ ceive freely, are to give Feely, on both ſides, 
r ihe Reapers, as well as the Sowers ; for the 
e Labourer xs worthy of bu Meat, and thou fay'ſt 
x MW of his, Hire; which 1 grant alfo : Bur then it's 
MW only from him that hires him, which I fup- 
f poſe my Friend T. S. never did thee, fince he 

ew the Lord's Appearance in bis Heart, by bu 
cM Holy Spirit; nor will ever need, as he faith- 
i W fully "aþides ro follow the Leadings and 


—— 
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S of it; for that's that which I car A 
The Witneſs of God in bu Conſcience, and doth wi 
neſs to the Children of God, that they are. ſa; an 
they that pretend to be the Children of Go 
ch are. not, it bears. witneſs againſt tbem; { 
that Fiery Man muſt ſtand or fall to his ow 
meaſure of it, as it doth teſtiſie i in big Cor 
Raw for or againſt him. 
. Fourthly, Thou ſeem'ſt offended, that I ſaid ii 
my Letter, Your Maintenance by Tithes 2 Fopery an 
tellelt me, Ir is 4 foul Name ; yet, I percciv, 
thou wilt not reje a feet Morſel, becauſe 
2 foul Name: Bur I think I have made it 
evidently appear to be Popiſh, that there is 
need to ſay any more to that point. But ye 
I dere thee 8 me 7 a few thing 
du m me to Dogs, lapping in the Riv 
1. . fro of being ſnapt by the Crocodile 
ey. plai n Senſe whereof is, If I am the DAH 
1 5 F art the Crocodile : And if fo, I can 
not bur tell thee, the Crocodile hath been a 
counted the proper Emblem of a Cruel Hy 
rite; and truly if thou doſt ſnap me, I ſet 
"thou canſt take pleaſure in it, and thinkel 
after thou haſt Lamed me, to Expeſe me tf 
Derifion : But I ſee not the Cauſe I hare 
eſpouled, hurt as yet, nor my Selt foilet 
ber. nor do I fear it; and therefore ſhal 
— a little more notice of ſome of thy Pal 
ſages; 81 I value not at all thy Taunt 
Jokes, and Empty Flouriſhes, void of Civilin 
5 90d e bY” 
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And Frk, 55 thy pretepdefleDiuine hegt ＋ 
hes, thou b ringeſt that of Leit. x. 30. Where 
is ſaid, All the Tithe of the Land, whether of 
Seed. of the Land, or of the Fruit of 3a Tree, 
the Lord's 3 its Holy unto the, Lord, 
Bur what is this to thee?,. For, is All the 
ed of England, and are all the Fruits thereof 
oly ? Thar the Tenths, and all the Nine 
Warts; yea, the whole Earth, is the Lord's, J 
ant; but no more of it is thine, N he 
leaſes to give thee for a little while. And 
hy didſt thou not obſerve how he diſpos d 
f the Tenths.,of Canaan, both of Seed and 
ruic2 He gave them to the Leuites and Chil- 
Nen of Vrbel, but no Part to thee, nor in- 


en A 


rove,. or all che Pope's Prelates to help thee. 
ut, pray Williem, read the gath · Verſe of that 


rd commanded Moſes for the Children of Iſrael: 


Goſpel, -.nor for ſuch; as call themſelves 
amongſt the Gentiles; no, the Precept is 
ounded, fo that thou canſt not prove any 


Pie ſeeing the Tenths then and there were 
he Lord's, and given to the Leyites ; do not 
ou lay claim to any, till thou canſi ſhew as 
jad a Title given thee of God to the Tenths 
ere, both of Seed and os and then I'll 
Wonſent thou ſhalt have the 

ben. $0 here's ſamething more 4 * to 
ay, thopgh omitted it before. * 


* 


ec to any Goſpel, Miniſters, that thou canſt 


hapter, Theſe are the Commandments, which tbe 
ark, not for thee, nor ſor the Miniſters of 


hing from it, to do thee Service. There-; 


m, but not till 


7 
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” Secondly, "Thou telleſt me, pag. 83. th; 

| " Poul faith, 97757 received Tithes, referring ) 
fo Heb. 

But K Nouldeſt kak better conſideret 

with thy ſelf, before thou . K done ſo; fo 

that place compared wich the Context, is pla 

ly to be underſtood of Melchi (op and fo Nt 

Hammond, in his Paraphrale n the Teure 

interprets it, And it is clear ed before” thi 

Melebiſedec gave as freely to Abraham, 28 h 

received of him. 

Lol here thou haſt bu ght a place th: 

throws down all thy 4 for Law; fc 

Love here was the Law, and no Comma 

of God for Tithing. But would'ſt thou a 

thy Brethren come to this practice, you wou 

| not oppreſs poor Men, and force them, b 

R Popiſh Laws, to unequal and unrighteous pa 

ments, againſt their Wills, who are not faris 

fied, that you are Priefts of the moſt High Gi 

or of eſws Cbriſt; as Abraham knew thai 

Melchiſedec was, ahd Melchiſedec knew th 

- Abrabam was alſo the Lord's approved faichiMhe: 

ful Servant. | 

Again, The Miniſters of Chriſt, to thi 

day, are not free to receive Relief from an) 

when they need, but only from the People 

God, that give in Love freely, as Abrabs 

tid; So thy Argument drawn from this fr 

. ance, is nothing worth. 

Bur thou ſay'ſt. Chrsf approved of the Ph 

_/ riſees,, who were ſtrict in Titbing even in 1 

Eh matters. p. 83. And Why ſhould h 

not ? Ti 

| S 
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"al They had a Command dom God to re- 
ere them; but What's this c Thee®? Did 

t thoſe Commands, as before” is ſaid in 
it. 27. 34. only belong to Hrael? And were 
ot the Phariſees Iſraelites ? But thou ſcram- 
ſt hard, and layeſt hold of that, which can- 
Wot ſuppore thee, or thy tottering Cauſe; yet, 
Wowichſtanding all thou canſt ſay, 'tis plain, 
Wat Chriſt's. Approbation of their Tithing, 
W2 before the Law was fulfilled, and the 
Fork done, that Chriſt came to do in per- 
Wn; but after that was finiſhed, then that 


alls char of Tirbes, and other things, as might 
ſhewn. at large; and he that was before 
je Phariſees or Levites Tithes, and all ourward 
remonies, .or Typical Things, took place; 
eis Heir of all things, and hath all Power 
Heaven and in Eart z he is the Alpha and f 
Me Omegs, who was Dead, but is Alive, and 
Wives and Reigns for evermore ; being Ex- 
ted over all, at the Right Hand of his Fa- 
her in Glory : Who, when he Commiſſioned 
s Mellengers and Miniſters, he bad them 
ry at Feruſalem, and wait for the Promiſe 
the Father, ſaying, Te ſhall receive Power 
wm on High, Luke 24. 49. Acts i. 4,8. as ac- 
vrdingly they did. And he had faid fo 
uch before unto them, not to take care 
ir Meat, Drink, or Cloathing, fee Luke 12. 
Wit they were unconcern d about thoſe things: 
u he id nothing to them of Tithes. 
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te of Bandage was removed, as the Apoſtle _ 
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at "the R e 4,5 7 Sh " if 
n 7 1 by 2 Brckuſb, bo! 95 thou, ii a1 
Prieſthood of Mel «rig ont p. S3. |” 
This is FRE Well as thou cant; 28 
- if what.cho contehdeſt for could be grant oa 
as Ir Libor, Would then folfow, that the 


eu, obe th elk ro be ef that Pricſthu 
elcbiſede, or elle it would make nothi 
of & : And, When! all's done, thou ca 
NL prove . 2 were Ge claimt 
ee, dr den by brab am to hin 
1 bediene t 10 written Law of God e 
an, Sew ve 1 A Law fro 
Mril, or any of 9 0 Mas 5 Tibet, 2 
then chou vo! vim 0 omething ; Bar kes 
fel ly. made it | 
ha nor Pald. the, "Fenths of ite Spoil, a 
t at Once! Dee 
little oO ter e I chnmat | 
vn a Maintenance th Belong 56 the Minifta 
PP: Goſpel ; and why not thes x Dare 1 ſa 
7 in the, Nature of 1. thing . At is Unreaſmal 
959 be Tithes ? Þ | 
nſwer; Ae "hr, It ls Uiiteaſonabl 2 
10 (Tit bes, ST Nye, have þ een brought in 2 17 
5 Pöbel in Ni gu Night of  Popery, and: 
Med. whether. they. own, chat Prieſ bod the 
are given unto, or no, as fometimes one ſo 
ſomerimes. another, mond be forc'd to p- 
* them, even yet t ofe that cabmot own th 
Prieſthood or Miniſtry, nor believe them | 


L 52 3. 
nance, as 1 have ſhewed. before, 1 cer 16.1 
bat — Man fhould lay by, as God. enable 
br pro /pergd him, 9 @ week. And this is their 
way that's pointed out, and it is Free, andi 
in che Liberty that jeſus Chriſt hath brought 
us into; and where the Spirit of the Lord 6, 
there 1 liberty And. bleſſed Be God, he 
hath ſent. it into the Hearts of bis Sons and 
Daughters, and the Fruits of it are brought 
orth, and we Love one another, our Neigh- 
bour as, our ſelves, and all Men: Tet of our 
ſelves, we are por ſufficient to think a good 
Thaughr ; nor witboyt the Lord from Hes. 
ven, a Quickning Spirit, 975 we do any thing 
well. pleaſing to God: Nor ſball we ever de 
ire to run into the Diſpenſation' of of Moſes; 
. for we know one mere Gloriozs, thanks be to 
God” "fox. his unſpeakable Gift. Nor doſt 
rhou ne ed to fear us Taking Ti thes, if Mens 
Laws 930 Pr them 10 us, Whatever though bef 
| thinkeſt of us ; for thou. know'ſt us not 
though thou ſp peak ſt evil of us: I wiſt 
therefore, both 1500 and all Men, knew u 
throughly, and our Principles better. 
But thou askeſt, T I would think thee fault. Non 
beſs, if thou denieſ me any thing that tbe Lad. 
gives me a Right to? p. 84. an 
1 Anſwer freely, Tes; and Ts HIRE 
ſeperal things, that I ſhould not think thee 
faulty in denying, though the Law give 4 
Right to them: But I forbear now. 
One thing more thou tell t me, that I ſaid, 
Levi . 4 Chia ond . 4 Wen part of the 4 


: 


[$32] 7 
hy Birth; asking; here I trad tb at? and daying; 

i the Holy Seriptures I may read the quite contyur 15 
jting Deut. 10.4. Foſh. 1314. Where is not 
ord that Levi was not à Child, or miſt — N 
have a Child's Part, or be provided for by the 
Lord, as he Was; beſides, I think, the Tenths 
being freely given him of God, to receive 
from his Brethren, was as good a part as the 
Twelfth Part of the Land, and better. But 
In this thou ſhew'ſt oy ſelf to an Impartial 
er . Rr AH 8 
Again, Thou fay'h,. 7 Title underſtand the 
Scripture, when I ſay, That "Lev? baving a Tenth 
of the Increaſe, the poor Widows and "Fatherleſ: 
{Were to ſhare with lan; telling me, There was 
Ws Second Tithe . 1 W Lo made 
their Feaſts. : 

But ſay I, there was not only a Fir and 
Second Tithe, but a Third alſo, as I have ſhewn. 
defore ; and not only the Poor, the Fatherleſs 
and Widows. were relieved real, but the 
stranger alſo. 

But how: many Tithes have the Clergy 
now in England! It's clear, they have not 
only the Tithe of the Seed, but of Fllies, 
Roots, &c. yea, of Lead. Ore, as ſome of them, 
Wand others fain would have; and of Cox, 
ag and Copper too, it's plain bf late: Beſides, | 
MI vhar call they that, which is paid for Calves; 
Foals; Hens, for: Smdke, Gardens, and for all 
that are Sixteen Tear: Old; for Landi, Sheep, 
Hemp, Flax, ' Hops; Bees, Pidgeon? &. And 
t the Poor, the Fatherleſs and des 
* | aye 


T4 
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have no part aſſigned them thetebut, that 1 
know of; rake they; whom the Prieſts rake 
Tiches of, muſt maintain them to boot; yea, 
they take it from the e the Widow ahd 
Fatherleſs. '# TFH SW e 

The Queſtion thou calleſb wife, Whithe 
Chriſs bas preſcribed ſuch a Rale, to do as we would 
not be * by ? Thou anſwereſt with znother 
Queſtion, and that flily z but have ee 
that before, and ſo let it paſs: 1 1 

Thy charging me with Lying, 5 ſaying; 
Who 'knows' but « Quaker, that & guided by an 
unknown '\ Light within, may ts 4 Privill 
above other "Men to Le. 

Truly it's a bad Priviledge; to bote a Pri- 
viledge to Lye; but thou ſnould'ſt have taken 
care thy ſelf, nat to have uſed that Priviledge, 
as thou haſt done by me in thy Book, and 
my Friends in England and A of whom 
G. K. has told ſevetal Lyes. 

But thou ſendeſt us to the Sele und ſuch- 
like Authors, for Probf. Should 1 take that 
way With: thee: and tell all the foul Stories | 
have read or heard of People of thy Commu- 
nioſ, and how heard, arid hs reported them, 
1. might fill a Volume: But thy bidding me 
ask the Snake, is as if I ſhould bid thee ask 


* 


„the Priefts and Phariſees, whether Fudas Was 
an Honeſt Man. | 


Thou ifay'ſt, Te ; Qoakers on ave | guided bj. at 
unknown Light: it bin. It ſeems the Light 
within is. unknown to thee, which: ſhews 


Fung thou art Dark indeed, and know i 
no 


* = 


* i 
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no Light is thee: Grols, Darkktieſs indeed, * 
where there is no Light ! How comeſt thou 
ta know God and Chriſt, and to retend to 
be a Preacher of Chriſt, who Nt e Light of 
the World, and Enlightens every Man that comet 
i into the World 2 Gh thou dark Man! Yea; 
even Darkneſs it, ſelf, that knoweſt. no 15h 
bin:? The Apoſtles knew that, God, who. 
Wl commanded Light to. ſhine out of Darkneſs, bad 
ſhined in their Hearts, to give the Lipht of 15 
"WW Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of 
e Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 6. But, the Eyes, of 
thy Underſtanding want Enlighining; and 
thou theweſt thy ſelf to be Blind, and Dark, 
ad co have no Light in thee, Pan comes 
Wit to be ſo? Hach not the God of this World 
bünded thy Mind, 2 Cor. 4. 4. becauſe thou he- 
irveſt not in the Light, as Chriſt faid, Jobs 12 
35536. ſo that thou. canſt not walk in ir, by. 
reafon of thy Ignorance and Unbelief.? 
g And be it known unto thee, . Thu is that 
Ib in a, that thoſe Scriptures, bear Teſti- 
„ rony of, "Which ſhines in us; and I wiſh. it 
vas nor unknown to thee, nor any Man elle. 
«by great talk of Reformation in the Nation 
x | hear, but ſee little of it; and thy Story of a 
- ker wronging ok thee, becauſe in Con- 
lence he dares. not help to hold up Anti- 


„ien and Popiſh Practices, thou may it. ſee 

„ bur thy Pounces, as thou calleſt them 

It ſeems now thou may'ft talk of the Pe- | 

der, Artifice, and our joyning with the Devil, and 1 

o Devil's making aſe of us, and we acting the | 
| E 2 Devil's 


5 


** 


Devil's part, and what not ; for, as thou intimateſ, 
We would, and ſo Would the Devil, ſtrip Religin ih 
and make it poor, and bring Ignorance and Cu. 
tempt, and deftroy the Church, sf be could. 
O Man full of Envy and Malice! Mulnd 
theſe Invidious Reflections of thine, paſs fo 
Civil Language, and thou not be thought t 
favour of a wrong Spirit? Alas, alas! I pity 
thy Darkneſs; for be that walks in Dar kneſ. 
knows not hit ber he goeth. Firſt pull the Bean 
out of - thine own Eye, and then thou may 
ſee to pull the Mote out of thy Brother's By, 
But as to True Religion, the Devil canno 
wake it poor, there is fo much Heavenly Tres. 
ſure that goes along with it. As to the 
World, Chriſt ſaid, My Kingdom is not of it; 
and he was 6 * and bad not where to lay bi 
Head; though the Foxes bave Holes, and 1b 
Fowls of the Air bave Neſts : And the Apoſtle 
were poor, as Paul teſtified ; yet they mad 
no Body elſe Poor, but made many Ric 
not with Great Penefices, but Rich in Faith, 
And I tell thee, the Devil knows wel 
enough, that it is not the way to increal: 
Babylon's Dominions to make her Poor, but 
to Enrich her Merchants, and pay them wel 
for their Ware, and increaſe their Gain: And 
thou might'ſt ſee how the ſprung up, and 
grew great, and arrayed her ſelf in Scar 
and what Tithes ſhe adorn'd her ſelf with 
if thou wert not in the dark. © 
But when doſt thou undertake. to male 
out thy fictitious Charge againſt us, That vt 
5 9 OY” tec 
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ch other Doftrines, than Chrift bas taught; 


nd have preſcribed other Rules of Life, than 


Itell thee, William, this is a falſe Acculajion, : 


and thou canſt never prove it. 


Queen, whoſe Image and Superſcription is up- 
on the Money; and as it's called the King's 
the 


Wor the Queen's Coyn, ſo we give unto. Ceſar 


things that are Ceſar's: But this is not paying 


Mio an Hireling, whoſe own the Sheep are not, 


and will flee, and leave the Flock, if the Thief 


comes, and takes his Fleece from him. 


tb. and Kings 


But Chrif, ſay'ſt thou, teaches us to obey the 
Laws of the Land. And who amongſt us do 


not obey them, either A#ively or Paſſvelyj ? 


It is ſtrange, that Chriſt ſhould tell his Fol- 
lowers, that they ſhould be brought before Governours 


bis ſake, for a Teſtimony againſt them, 


or 
el Mar. 10. 13 if they muſt be actively Obedient 


MY fin&ion. And tho thou think 


to all the Laws they made: And why ſhould 
they be bated of all Men, for bis Names ſake, v. 22. 
if they "muſt do what all Men in Power bid 
them qo? Adies to Suffering, for a Teſtimony 
againſt them, if this be fo. The Martyrs have 


loft their Crowns, and are in a fad and de- 


dont Caſe, if this Doctrinę be true, which 
thou, would'ſt have us receve without di- 
+ | 


this will help thee, viz. - that Chriſt hath 
0 HE 6 | ; f 3 . 


But thou ſayeſt, Chri paid Tribute to Cæſar. 
hat then? This doth not affect us; for we 
never deny'd Tribute to Ceſar to this day, 
but readily pay our Taxes to the King or 


it's like, that 


ag 


not e Ay 4 ＋ 1 1 : But 


it will do thee no { ſerylce, f is clar, that 
Chriſt forbids us to uphole dees, il 
Warſbip, or Idetgtry ; and the Apoſtle forbids 
us to * tafte or handle; of what? See 
Col. 2.8, to 22. eware, 'h any Man ſpoil you 
22 Philoſophy and vain Deceit, after the Te 
zone of Mex, after the Rudiments. of the World, 
per 1 of gfier,Chrit : And fay I, if no Com: 
mand Fn: ll, , then, it's not after him 
but if they are th c Pope's or the World: Ry 
diments, then they are not after. Chriſt, but 
after the Pope oy the World. But let us pro- 
seed, the 105 Verſe faich thus, Blotting out 
the Hand Writing of Ordinances, that was again 
ur, Which was contrary to 1s, and took it out of 
the way, vailing it to by Croſs: Truly it's pity 
it ſhould be brought into, the way again, as it 
too long has been, either in part or in whole. 
The Apolle goes om Let no Man therefore 
judge you, in Meat or in Drink, or relpect of an 
Holy Day, or New Moon, or Sabbat. Days, which 
area Sh dew of things to come; £ * the 725 is 
of Chrift : Aud Jet no Man beguile 30% 
Reward, in a Voluntary Humility, « 22 "ab 
Wo K Ange 55 rex * thoſe * be. bath. not 
: een, wainly uh. pe up by, bu Fleſbl 9 7 15 
not holding the Head, by which al the Body . 7 
5005 f ang Bands, having. paler 12 77. 
and Hit together, 77% with 1 97 neaſe of 
G. "Wherefore if ye be dead with, C om 
the Rudiments of. the World, why, a5 05 11 U 
ae # 4 . Lab 15 WA, 10 01 a 


24 


ey 0 
verl. 18, 25 20. What Ordinances? 
ene lay. I of the World, that 
we never Aare by Chriſt. But, ſaith 
2 they forbidden ? Les fay I. if. Chriſt 
anda them not, Tauch not, taſte nat, banale 
ut: Herr forbidding enough. if we ge had no 
more 3 For they. are all to periſh with the uſing : 
What are to periſh 2 All the Ordinances or 
Traditions of Men, and Rudiments of the 
World, Which are #fter the LIE 
Jof Men, and not after Chriſt. 
Be ſilent, William, henceforward, and charge 
Jus no more with that thou loveſt and ſtriveſt tc 
k make us guilty of, viz. Diſobedience, as thou call 
Wit, co bat Chriſt has not forbidden: For if thou 
/ ll canſt bring no Command from him. for thy 
law of. Tithes, ic muſt then neceſſarily fol- 
low, char tis but a Rudiment of the World, 
7 a Command of Men, and not after Cbriſt. 
$0 then it's clear, we are forbidden to Touch, 
Taſte, Ox Handle of any ſuch things; neither 
ſe we preſume to do it, whatſoever we 

Es 1, 

Yer this 1fay, That did you bang your 
Laws and Ways of Maintenance for your 
Prieſts and Clergy, ſo as to content your: ſelves 
with what they that Hear you, and Receive 
you, and are of your Faith, and only they, do 
either. give freely, of pay in b to the 
Laws made by themſelves; ang let us alone, 
chat are neither of your Church, ſo called, nor 
can hear or own you, then you would ſhew 
auen Moderation. bs we are not at all to 

| * ; 
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be forced and conſtrained to receive: 


d fol. 


i you againſt our Faith, over which na 


Man hath Power, or ought to Fompel u 
againſt it: For wat is not of Fuirb, is Sin; 
and no Man ought to force another Man to 
ſin, or elſe to ſuffer: Conſider of it, and do 
. thou'wouldft be done by ; for that is the Lan 
and the Prophets, faith Chriſt, who is more than 
all; being Purity, Righteouſneſs, and Truth 
it ſelf, and admits of nothing contrary there. 
unto. Mile 1 
Tis true, he bad his Diſciples, when he ſent 
them forth to Preach, Mat. 10. 14. to ſhake of 
the Duſt of their Feet, for a Teſtimony againſ tho: 
ebat would not receive tbem; and fo may you, it 
you pleaſe : But you ought not to tread us un. 
der your Feet, and trample upon us, ahd fling 
us into ſtinking, Holes and Fayli, as if we were no 
better than Dogs, becauſe we receiye you not, 
Thus the Innocent is clear'd, and thou att 
weigh'd in the Ballance, and found wanting. 
But one word more concerning G. K. be- 
cauſe thou prayeſt me to explain a Paſſage 
about him: '' 1 cell thee, 'Qne of the Magi. 
ſtrates that was in America inform'd me how 


colour 
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priſon, . jt have head it ſee S. 6 State of- 
the ca; and z and that was my Meaning. But, 
wwcodile-lilee, thou watcheſt to catch, and in 
hy Envy and Malice laboureſt to tender me 
more like x Devil than a Man. 

Thy next is anſwered already in part; and 

I ſay farther, That neither the Snale nor thou 
canſt prove, that ever Ed. Burroughs was 'a 
Fighter, 'or for the Encouraging of any to 
Fight with Carnal Weapons; nor was there 


ever any Plot by Quakers in Lancaſhire, or any | 


where el e. Theſe, and many ſuch- like Sto- 
ries, are the falſe Accularions, Lyes and Slam. 
ders of our Adverfaries, ne 
And as for Penn, if thu meaneſt willow | 
Penn ; I ſay, 1 wiſh'thou waſt as good a Man 
as he is; for I know him to be one that Loves 
and Feats God, and hath: Good-Will to all 
Men, and js ready to his ability do them good: 
Yet he is far ſhort of his Lord and Maſter 
Chriſt Jeſus, who was aboye all Mankind, 
and is ſtill, bleſſed be his Name for ever 
Fe he was fallly Accuſed, Relyed, and Mic ö 
repreſented by his Enemies; and if they did 


ſo to the Green Tree, what will they do ta * 


the Dry? | 

As to Bromfield, he was long ſince diſowo d 
by us: But thou askeſt me, May a Quaker 
make uſe of this Law for the compelling: the Pay- 
ment of Tithes ? Saying, If be may, bow filly art 
thou in urging the Saying of the Jews? If be 


may not, why doſt thou permit any of thy Friends , 25 


to meddle with a Revenut that 2 4 di N 
* ib bs come. as 


* 
A | b | & 
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Top all this I anſwer,” Vir, That I - kno 


"bg none ſuch amapgſt.us, that do med 
th: 1 N Tithes; nor {M1 f 
iQVe nat pid, are owned by us, af 

fincere Profeſloxs Try But if hen 


ſhquld. be any, which "make an outward Pri 
ſeſſion only aas u an. do, I cannot heh 
t à Hor doth Truth permit it: But I mul 
aye. ſuch to God, and his Witneſs. i 
their own Keats. I take it to be ven 


filly in thee, and 0 favour. of a . Mind 
oul | 


0 ak me ſuch a Queſtion, | 
2 Friend, & is as if 1 
retortingly ask thee, Why doſt thou per 

mit any of thing; to Curke, Swear,  Blaſ 
ob 1B. err Adultery, or thee” 

Thy nort is gaser anfwered and yet 

* oy — That there is a great difference 

— Law to defend my Natural 
13 ts and Properties, and having no 
at all. but what the Law of the Land 
only gives me. And to all thy long Plea? 
fos Law, Law, Laws. and Obedience to Lau, 
by which I perceive thou meaneſt Active 
Obedience, I have ſaid enough. ++ 
s far Magifracy, we own it to be an 
| Nvidinence of God, and that Magiſtrates are bi 
Miniſters, wha bear not the Sword in vain ; and 
do declare it to de qur Faith and Duty 10 
vield Quiet, Peaceable Subjection to the Queen, 
and zu in Authority under her, and to all 
* ** e n dan or 1 | 
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d dat . for Wrath, but Conſeience- 


ou procecdeſt, That phe I argue fen 
r 


#5 great ſerwice, 


Men, that it obliges 


La r 


| 


2 9 ui if 5 thee e f te v 
your Hrathren, to try 
u cajole they Landlords. 
Williaw, this is not the firſt drolling and 
ofing. ſtrain | 1 have had from thee ; but 
hat is this to thy Matter ? Is not God 1 | 
lf Love? And do we N 1 any Practiſ 
r ever preach any DoQrine, that gives j 
ccaſion for ſuch Pounces as Wale > Have woe 
jot been ag Good Payers of our Rents tg-oun ®” 
andlards, as any Men whatſoever in the 
ation ? But is this the beſt. Anſwer — 
ave ? It ſeems thou dareſt not venue 
7 upon the Principle of Love, in 1 
f Maimtenance; no, that would not be 
nough, therefore thou art for Law: Butlet, .. . || 
ne fell chee, They that are truly ſent of © if 
od; never wanted, neither Love, nor Food . = | 
ind Raiment amongſt their Brethren, ta h 
Day; though they have many times h 
leeply, by mag Covetous Prieſts and 
iatorg, both by Impriſonments, and Spoil 
f Goods, | as many that are yet alive: can 
eſtiie : And therefore we eſteem the preſent 
a ration, which God hath beſtowed upon us. 
| Great Mercy; and 77 are thankful to Him 
overnment, for the Favours we an- 
PP and 3 We have. kn, us. Bur 


gent 


* 


* 


; 


William, we own the Landlord's Right to hi 
Lands to be a Good, Honeſt, Ancient, jul 
Right, and of another Nature than thine ton 
Tithes, as \before is made apparent. ; 


| thar Love him, and one another in him; and 
hath never fail'd them that truſted in, andi 
obey'd him; and his Love will out- live thy 
Ts And if all that profeſs'd him, dwelt in ie 
Love, there would need no Law: to forceſthy 
Maintenance. It was when Men departed 
from the Spirit of God in themſelves, and 
followed their on Inventions, that Low 
waxed cold; and thoſe that would ill ſeem 


Log to their own Luſts and Intereſts, are 
they that are for forced Maintenance. For 


. they Love. 


me what thou meaneſt by thoſe Genet Rules thou 
. Inſifteſt on, which condemn thoſe that are Buſk- 
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to be of God; and are not, and to come 
— the Love of God, and do not; but in 


not being of God, they do not reach that 


of God in Men; nor get Love of thoſe ed 


they themſelves do not Love; but ſeek theiſ of 
own Carnal Ends, and leave one Place, when ik 


4. Greater Benefice calls them to another {Bl 


and away they go, leaving the Flock tf di 
what follows; which ſhews plainly what 


In thy next thou ſay'ſt, 8 ay thee tel 


Bodies, and work not at all; and require, that 
with Quietneſs they Work, and. eat their ow" 
, Bread He that will not "IN let him mi 


„ 
7 3 | « 
* 
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Anſon; 


Anſwer; 1 mean no other than What the 
Apoſtle meant; and fo thy Quarrel for this, 


not with me, but him, 2 Theſe 3. 10, 113. 
But for want of ſomething to Reply, thou 


e a fine World, if God's People conld thus trium 
wer thoſe Lazy Perſons, who live upon Home 
Mens Laboxrs, and work not at all ? Thele are 
thy words; and Landlords need not than 
thee for the Title thou putteſt upon them: 
but are theſe the Men Pas! only meant? Na 
veflay*lt thou, Iii upon them as General Rules; a 


[65 7 * : f 4 


pkeſt me, Would you ſend your Landlords into the : 
eld; with a Sythe and a Spade? Would it ner 


* 


A 


mf ſo, then they will reach thee : For if thou 


in ind who were chiefly intended, namely, Such 
a did walk diſorderly amongſt them, and not 
after the Traditions of the Apoſtles, who had 


ed: For thoſe Idle Perſons, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


* 


ke the Apoſtles, and were not; but were 
r Buſie- Bodies, and meddled with that which 


of, were ſuch as pretended to be ſomething 


XxX " 


, 


not behaved themſelves diſorderly, but work- 


. % 
i 


& | 
= 


to did not belong to them: And there are too 


a imany of theſe Lazy Perfons ar this day, 


* | 


that will not work, but are very bufie # * 


eo get from others what the) Labour hard 


4 
4 J. 


for. | 
But ſay'ſt thou, I 
Linder to us, who, you 


God's La- 


„ are {ti 


bope, John, you would be. 


0 Pourers ; and, . as St. Paul tells you, are worthy of * 


9 


1 —» * © 1 , 7 4 
* Ah 8 . * 
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readeſt the Chapter before · cited, thou may ſt 4 


n f 88.3 
Au. Mam, do 1 know you are lil 
Got Lobourtf? Did 1 ever tell thee fo 
Sirely mou little heedeſt what tfiou Cay! 
tiow : For thou confeſſeſt, in rhy next ko 
to me, Tow on us not fo be of God, and 
ate nm Miniſters of Crip; an in the next Pag 
tou fay'ft, 7 o do allow us to be ſent. of of Gi 
and Chrif” $ e What Confuſion is this 
_ What is it thod doſt aim at? 
Again, But if yog 6 allow us to be ſent ; 
_ 524 Chriſt ; Minifftrs, why do you ende 
gur to ſeduce our People Fom , and gathe * 
Vel, out of Chriſtian cl, "which never ai 
ws Stductrs ayd falſe Teachers ver did. MW 
8 A deal ſaid in a little room, iam; bi 


d not remember, that 1 ever ſaid, that 
own'd you ro be ſent of God, ot that yo 
Were Chi E Miniſters ; and thy own word 

in Sar place ſhew the Contrary, where 

© thou ſay 't, Tou tell me, ou um ws not to bi 

* NS of 005 &c. and ſo chen art running to and, 
id, co carch ſomething if thou could'ſt. Bull 
what, is ir thou wonld'ft have? Doth nol 

45 " Moſt Part of the Nation know what we 
* Mn you to be ? Bur nevertheleſs, tho 
28 would'k fain hedge in thy Tithes, if poſſible 
eg we own you not. And derelbre tho 
nerieſt, How can you, upon your 021 Principle 
de us 48 j "Right to our Tithes, as Men ? Ah 
. William, 4 & away all chat you hold you 
Tithe by, and we ſhalt not be fo troubled 
with you for Tithes, and that thou knoweſt 
een no 8 to be Sent of God, and tc 


be 


* ” 


* * 4 4 | 5 
: Miniſters of 6 and chen . 0 0 a 
ke no * of-yolz"to gie you lbs. 
Wot! the Law will defend fuch Rights 26 
Jou may Have, 4s Men, and Natives of the 
nd, and Subject as under its Governmeh 
pd not e to be ptieſts. F I fil 
uke a" difference” ween'a Man, that is a 
mh Subject, or merrhy 4 Man, and a Clay. i 
as; as ſuch ; yet thoſe Civil Ri ights 'that a 
g man may have, 48 aforefaid, his dels p 
Gegen doth not hinder him of hs 
knefit of the Law to maintain him in: 

ud I thought 1 ſhould have been put in blibt. 

h unfairly as 1 En 405 thee, I 9 Fol 19 5 

en more expreſs in delivering my ent 
my former Letters. f a 

But why am I 2 Seducer? How dot thou 
make that appear? Whom of thy Flock have 
kduced ? Either make it out, or own thy ſelf . 
falſe Accuſer; for till then, I think I beed 
bt regard thy Charge.” I am fure, I have 

pt no Corn, Hay, Cattel, ec. from any of 

by Flock; and that is 2 very ood fign, that 
Mani fs no 'Seducer, who ſeeks no Self-Egds, 

it works for his Living, as my Nelgtibburs 
how I have done, * 
The next thing thou ſpeakeſt of, is i 
Nered in part, where I told thee What Mi 
aon 'true Miniſters have, viz. "That they ar : 
the Wirk be ſends them to do: And't houph ON, 


a are MEND Fi by che e eas 1% 14 
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J or ihee either; yet l ſee not, but why 
may. in Brotherly Love to F. S, write 
unſwer to à Letter ot Letters for him, Aicher 
o thee; or any ther Man, and 0 Diſp a 
— to his Meaſure ef Light and Wet | 
deither : For every Aan is not Gilted"alike 
for Quantity, though in Quality the Kg or 
race is One in all. 1 hope it is nd Hurt to 
ſerve one another 1 in Truth and Love, as we 
e able. Vet, let me tell thee, I que ſlĩon noi 
but he hath that in him, nick hs is ſufficient 
o carry him through all the Exerciſes he 
meets with, and to help him to Keen A Con- 
ience vaid of Offence, / both- towards Go 
Men : And it is of the Lord's Mercy tt he 
mows it, or elſe he had ftill been Setvanc 
b Man: The Lord's Strength is manifeſt in | 
luch weak Veſſels, as his and mine; and | 
thereforez- throu ugh. the Riches of his Love a *'- | 
us in Chriſt Jeſus; we dan ſay; as ſome did 

of old, Though we: cannot Diſ pute and Reaſon, 
ike Sabol afticks; - yet "que, by God's affiftance,” car | 
buffers And as my Friend knows God's Gift 
n himſelf; and abides therein, he knows 
nine, that is given me of God alſo, in Mea-- 
bre 80 that thy Taunt of a Wall. with #he - 
ep, value not. 1 
Thy next Queſtion is, 17 bother 2+ be fi irs 4 (| 
n a Conſcientious — fo give bin, 2 2 a ö 
Di Cee weben wad that lead 
de 'bad\ Mete. 
This l anfwer d 10 part belies; 4a 2 
4 poſitively, I @ not: _ therefore it is 127 


_— — —— —— — — -- - 
* — — L 


„ 55 
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[79] 
T. S. refuſes thy blind Conduct; for knowing 
the Lord to he his Teacher; he is becomg 
a Follower. of him; and thou dught'ſt not i 
be offended for that. And as ſor ſuch Men 
as take upon them to be Conductots an- 
Leaders — but have had Motives, 
wiſh/ thou may'ſt look to it; for certainly 
thoſe that ſeek the Fleece more than the 
Fleck, have bad Motives; and as it appears, tha 
in Ages paſt there have been too many ſuch 
ſo there are ſtill, of which Number it wen 
well if thou could'ſt acquit thy ſelt. 

But thou makeſt a fair Flouriſh;' and ſay' 

concerning thy ſelf and Brethren, Ve lead n 

our People” implicitly. It ſeems thou reckonel 
thy ſelf a Leader then; but ſurely a very da 
| gerous One, as thy own words teſtiſie ; fot 


x thou ſayeſt, We do not pretend to an Infallib.. 

= Light within us, but are dark: Creatures. Arn 

| though thou pretendeſt, Ve Exbot peo 

| . ple to bear us, un further than what | 216 Teac? 

3s agreeable. 10 the Holy Scriptures; yet ſuppol'! 

ſome one of thy Hearers ſhould believe, that 

thou doſt Exhort farther than is agreeable [on 

the Holy Scriptures, who muſt be judge ol? 

thy Exhortation 2 He believes thou doſt, ani 

therefore leaves off hearing thee/'any! more 

Wilt thou quit him of his Tithes, and no 

| force him to help to maintain "thee to Lea 

| others, as he cruly.helieves;/direRly 'contrarni®® 

| to the Holy Scriptures ? Why, let him chu! 

| whether he will have any of thy Matter, off"! 

| Manner of Conduct, or no, he mult pay f 0 
* PREY 4 if 6 f 
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i) 
dd de K be 0 p fo? it ali ly, 
upo e guilty, ed to op 6 
10 God, in ping to hold up A, 7 all; 
100 a Beteſtful W 5 who 95 9 5 
3h d fair 8 i deceives his 8 
7 2 and there of he chooſes rather 
ho (aff er, win maint in ſuch a Leader; Vine 
Was the Caſe of ſome of the Holy Minze 
re i the Prieſts mult be. their own Judges, 
nd Have Law to Ape Maintenance from 
ap 7 V. th e of their 
up 175 hd Fara , I think this is an 
caſonab ble and Unrig teous Law ; and as 
1 10 roſe by that means to her Exorbitant 
Dower” and . fo take that Wap, and 
e 4 9 uickiy fall again. 
tl mor 10 that dangerous Tenet 
a BY viz. We „ not pretend to an Infallible 
| ight Wit hin ws... 8 then. Wi lliath ? e do 
Woe, it (fe. ms, 15 nd o God, who i: Light, 
Jong 1. +. An nfallible ; without Variable. 
05 00 23 of. Ne fam. 1. 17. and is in 
W, according to his oath, Levi. 26.12. & 
Cor. 6, 16. re ay ot pretend to Chriſt 
who 40 the Light of th 2 AL John 9, 5. and 
W e God over all ble ed for ever, Rom, 9. 5; 
ind {6 1 88 Again, He is in Al, Cob . 
11; bit more eſpethaly in his 3 1 
den, Jobb 17. 43, 46, And 1 87 the 
Apoſite* Paul puts s the Feten u n 4 par- 
ticular Search, as ro chis' matter; ſaying, Ex- 
imine _ yogr ſelves, whether je be in the Faith 4 
Free Jour bum ſelves, know ye hot por us 
F 4 mw. 


ſeloety how that Telus A+! in i 35. except ji 
ee 2 2 Cor. 2 160 Le do not pre 
tend to * Irie, of 20d neither z for 1 
=, of 1s God aud Infalliblę, + 30d 
; welleth i The Hearts of Ine Faithful? 
Je nat, that ye are..the Temp! e of God, ang. hy 
the Spirit. of. God dwelleth in n? 1 Cox. 3. 16 
or theſe: are evident Dec uctions from My 
Aſſertion:  Whereby thou haſt eg 
ſelf and: Brethren from bavipg any ns 
God, Chriſt, or the 05 85 ric, in you;; fo 
Cod is Light, Chriſt is. I. 275 Pt the ; Hol 
Spins. is Light, yes, Infallible, and Mühe 15 
e * 52 the Father and the Son; 

8 are One, t Johns 5. 7. Now all hy 
that are reproved, are made manife feſt oy the: Light 
for whatſoever doch make manifeſt, is Light, Eph 
3.1 15 * nd it is God, that ſearcheth the Hear 
and knien ih Reins, Jer. 17, 10. and declares uni 
Man what is be Thought, the Lord, the God 
Hoſts « 4 b Name, Amos. 4. 13. He bath ſhewe 
thee, 0 Man, hat & good; 5 and what. doth th 
Lord re quirt, f. thee, bx. to do Tulth, to love 
Meg, 175 fo walk Humbly. with” thy God 
dic ; COMETS 132 Row. 
The Lord God ah the Lamb, e the 
Light” of. his Church and people, af dis (ai 
Rev. 21,2 23, The Cin bad no need. 7 the Sun 


720%, 1 75 Moon, to ſhine i it: for the Glory 
Go W 1-tg ity and the ii the Light ; 
therof, And vetl. 2 165 The. . of, * el 


"HA RPO in the 4s f Me. 


* 3 25 
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A * : bY 3 2 e Now 


1 J 
51 1 prov'd, that the 


have Fe Bible 
vithin them |: ple . this thou Wakeſt no 
unto, 5 W n Unknown Ugh to 
ys 31 thete | hoſt Ti Tg? 
Jan 7585 ink e ** hs That's Ma 
ar neſs ; 10 10 
tool they tie ly 736 ow ing 


1 40 ling 
Followers io 
our Ne, he oc from Dzrkneſr 
ht, wherel it eres of all Nations 
155 Me 775 2 5 ya , 
455 Sa 4 ev com- 
1 . et 


. 9, K 290 


| Nr 
ib for 
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t ie Ts ONCE | Apoſtles 

h Rt. n wy That 1 bt, 

n 1 7 SY preached, Fine the 

18 Light "of torld, hn 7 12: And this, de- 3 


ve that 7 . BY Vene J; his Oayr; for it 


1 05 fe, and the + r Lipbe 
Ae, not ſuch Dat Crea- 
Key a8 confi 7 bare no Bali We” Lig br 


vithis tber; e Mock at it, 
We do not Nr to an Infullihle Light” Wien 
45 * rp the, People, 8 what we 5 
of rhg” Lark, they muſt receive it 
1 8 'a 7 5 wer thoug b we e the e 
% file them Duft 7 Serpents Meat. x 
Tru) ili, if pe d0 flile the. geriprures 
ſo, on, would 5p a5 -bar&fac'd Encinies to 
00 te ang, f. 1 „ any onhers, if 


vt 2 * 19 4 te 


ber 09 ſhould do the, like: ut Deceivers 
ee 9 ma 9 dan to. 3 Un 
. 25 EE 


never; walk N 6 he Laws. 

or Mey, fu ther than 12 it conducing 

io e 55 -Intereſt ; Nate . 
Bur, William, do ye wy Nine e 85 0 


(to che — 55 when. em) in 
Rs of the Lor 5 18 7 TY 3 We 


not to an Infalli bt. 155 ws; ſo 
1 vn * e gong God. 
11 hot „ and buy Hole Spirit 3. and there. 
ory TO 5 owen, and ſo go 
ip. ime 1 in ou 
55 Noc Ar ts, and 


ing made Miniſters, 1 85 Pau 5515 5 . te — 


let were, by. ihe Will © Wt 
45 Ds! And ſo 5 oak of your Kg 100 
n 105 Oracles of God, cr as of the. Abiliy 
which Gog, geyerb, Are . © dt 


These None 30 0 more, 7755 


| ,amongl 
ſame} Impertinencies, aþ 


u on K 


me, and e of. pe ths Le fe 
ithin 
os 5 198 kor Told EY the 1 


true hich 


av 
ht W. ae of, as. 
1s n, We f 7 in 15 0 1 255 


| Logbreth, every 


And. "ſhines in Dara, bus . the 
Darkneſs ee if no 4 125 1 ˖ 
41 ont he Word, 59 5 * 

% knew bim nuf. And He 


EY b {Lack ived by the 
. . 1 baker by 4 45 


t Wer and rept | 


* 


[= 
by them becauſe he is not of the World, 
Unto, the; Neun be is" 4 Stumbling-block, and unt 
the Greeks -Fooliſhneſs, 1 Cor. i. 23. But unto ws 
hat alete, laith Peter, be is precious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. 
And Again, Unto tbem . which are called, both 
Tewg and Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God, and 
he ien of God, 1 Cor, 1. 24, Thus he 
was Preach'd by the Apaſtlęs, and thus he 
is Preagh'di by a Remnant, whom he hath 
ent forth, and doth accompany with his Holy 
pirit in this Goſpel-Day. "+, 
Now, Miliam, does it not Are plainly, 
where this True Light ſhines, Viz. Within, in 
the Heart and Conſcience, and that it mani- 
all things that are reproveable-: 75 
every. Man that comet h into the World: Declare 
q Man what is bis. Thought ;. and heit bim 
what is good, and what the Tord requires of bim: 
And that, bat which may be known of God, is 
nanifeſs in Men; for God. bath. ſhewed it unto 
them? And yet how is it. that thou calleſt 
it an Unknown Ligbi: and derideſt and ſcof- 
elt at it, and ene at all ungo it? 
h not the Reqgſon of thy ſo doing apparent, 
becauſe thou loveſt jt not; but loveſt thy 
own Byil Deeds, the World and Darkneſs, 
more than this deſpiſed Light of Life ; and 
vil not receive it, nor bring thy Deeds to 
i, as choy oughteſt to do, and try whether 
ny are wrought in Gqd ? Jo this is the 
gra Cayſe of Diyifions amongſt People, bat 
mough the Grace of God, which briageth 
vlyation, hath appeared unto All Men, and 


1 


” 6) 
* o woke yet how few, com 
ſpe 
cher in this ever” ſince Ma 
departed from it, and dure into Laſciviou 
neſs, Covetouſneſs, and Men's Invention 
hath i been wndcd and re arded Mul 
itudes, ys it Ought to have been; But ha 
ng Ttehin Ears, they heap to dpemlelre 
Teachers of Man's making, ſuch a8” pleak 
them, and have their Perſons in Admiratio 
for Advantage ; and, like the Falſe Prophe 
of old, cry Peare,' Race, when there is ne 
peace, I mean no true Peace of Conſcience 
and Cal Chriſtian, Chriftion, naming the Nam: 
ef Chrid, büt do nor depart from Iniquity: 
Yea; the ſay, as ſome id in former Times 
oY «roo Fews, and were not, but wer: 
th?" Sytapoynt of Satan”; wherefore the Lord 
Was af aſed wich them, and ſpewed them 
our” of 12 Mouth; as he will alſo, in his 
n Time, " yd With th thoſe that are ſuch Ph 
they were,” K THERE VI? 
Now, Friend William, Conſider of all theſe 
things! Golly; im Lowlineſs of Mind; and 
think nor ty" {elf too High, Great and 
. to be informed by 2 Peter or 2 
though Tgnorant and Unlearned Men, 
In in Purine Arts and Languages; yet have 
. Feſus, and laid down al to fol- 
A do bis Will; unto whom he 


romiſe 1 
ba i d. bat 5 5 Saks Snow 1 11 
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_ ] 
rhe Secrets of the . are with 
- far" ; ane the Meek: teacheth in 
Giveth Grace ume che Humble; bur. 
* the Proud afar off, and re ſiſts ther 
dure thy ſelf therefore under the "Mighty 
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| 0 7 hy Well: wither, "and of all; Nas 
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- POSTSCRIPT, 


Hog calleſt much for a plain 4 

thy Eight Queries, which thou ſentelt me 
in thy Thir Peter; therefoje take ie 1 how 
t follows: © * 
$ 


Thou beginneſt thus what aer che it 1 
that "be preach 471 told thee before ; but 1 85 
Fung would not ſat isſie thee: And theref6re 


ny, 

| F777 Ran, rH by the Holy Ghei wh of the Virgin 
Mary, faffered under P 
dead and buried, Roſe, 
into Heaven, and 4 the Right Hand if the 
Majeſty on High, and will come to judge Ouitk 


tbe Cbrift Teſs 3 f is who' off God, 3s 
male at " 75 2 85 bee and 


SanfHifieation, and * Author and 


and of God; Jer OR Oy 2 n ming 
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we 2 the ſame Feſus Cbris, No | 
22 was 25 4 
Em The third day, af Jeended 


and Dead; tht 1s our Interceſſor, Advocate With - 
the Father, our Mediator betwixt God "and May, 


. 


a 


* N 
* 
ad 
4 
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* 9 * _ . 
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_ anſwered; and 24-t0 his being in. and with bs 


wy 
Finiſher of aur Faith, ast Hope of Glory, hy 
Ligbe, Strength and Sabyation : 5 our Captain, E 
fign, Deliverer, Preſeruey'\end Helper; without hi 
we are :4#5 nothing, and can do not bing A. i 
tbe Mighty God, the Everloſt ing Father, the K; 
of Kings, and Lord of | Lords. ">Thus I think 
ave anſwered not only thy Firſt Query, buf 
the Thie next, all at one. 
455 as 40 thy words, of e A being @ Man, 
taking Humane Nature of the Virgin Mary; 
We Adel thou this ew Orb 7 I refuſe . 
ſuch-Unſcriprural — Ignorant and Unlearned + 
| Queſtions; Fad mi 2 ask thee, What he was 
hefore ey was, ing he was before Abra- 
bam was? 
As to his being i Heaven," I have 


plainly 


Pele, I have cleared it before in this Book; 
4 ell thee now again, That he is in as, by 
hy Spirit in our Hearts, and opens our Under- 
Linw ih and he Die of our Imyard Man to be- 
ng Spiritual . and our Ears bo 
ha Divine and Heavenly Voice. 5 ö 
As to thy Fifth Query, I anſwer, The Revealer 50 
of the Will of 70flniFQprained in the Holy H 
Scriptures of the Gig and; New Teſtament, is 2 W; 
| 
| 
| 


ſufficient Infallible Rule of Faith and Life, and 
conſequently far 2 Good Conſciepce; and al 
Feripture, given by Inſpiration of God, 4 profita- 
ble for Doctrine, for Keproof, for Correction, and 
for Infruttion in Righteouſneſs 3 id * wy beſt 
* wort in ws NG "xy 


ret every A >. 


them #0, go into all tbe World, and Preach 
2 10 every Creature, and to Teach all N. 


or an Anſwet to thy Sixth Query 
As to Rule and Government, e ſubj edt aft thy | 
ſeventh Query, it is ſpoken to fully N a * 


nal Weapons to maintain our Religion, We = 
wainſt it; and for thy ſaying, We can tell 
F ſome of by Friends 4. 22 of the 7 
Slang aud what Feats they baue done 


bm. I take theſe to be either thy own 

nantick Stories, or of ſome other of o Ad. 
erlarie 
And 1 allenge thee to inſtance, in any, one 
Man, who is owned by us at this day, that is 


eideayqur'd to Embroil the Kingdom,” But if. 
there ſhould be ſuch an one amongſt us, which 
know not of, and thou doſt, conceal him not, 
but 1 ore detect him: For we have no. 


practices. However, remember there was a 


thee many true and fad Stories of Men of thy 
own Profeſſion ; but 1 rake no we in As 
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oth not e 2 or he command- -, 


which 85 would think hard Work; 
d db would many more, And this may * . 


As to y Eighth Query, about Fighting. With | 


ne that. lately endeavour? d 1 Embroil the = 5 
* whoſe Dirt thou haſt gathered vip. ' 


fr Fighting with Carnal Weapons, or that hath” 


Unity with that Spirit, which leads to ſuch | 
{udas among the Twelve; and I could tell 
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2 erver S tha 


© Brief Acto 0 unt of the Riſe and Progrefs of the 
FA People called Quaker in which their Fpndamen 
Principle, DoQripes, Worſhip, Misiſtry And Dic 
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t Ignorance and Prejudice may mabeè 
to. Abuſe the Credulous,. With a Sulit | | boon 
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way of Introduction. ; By . Penn. Price Bound 15 Irie 

ue Chriftian-Quaker, and his. Divine Teſtimony pel; 

. Rage nd vindicateQ;” from Scripture, 'Realbn and Ay Fob 

beimitive Chriſtianity Revived; in the Faith and ua 

N ice of the People called Quakers, . Written inMzng 

Teſtimony to the preſent Piſpenſation of God, througi cn 

them to the ot that Prejudices may be removed Mac: 

' _ Simple infor , the Well-inclined encouraged, and be 

ruth and its innocent Friends rightly repreſented; 

eee. Price Bound 17. re 

| ***X- Defence of a Paper, entituled, Goſpet-Truths, a-Mx; 
| aſs the Exceptions of the Biſhup of Cs Teftimony 

che Quakbrs.) By lu. Perm, Price Bound 1 5. Ml 4, 
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